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As I near the halfway mark of my first term as BCA  
president,  I am still hoping to hit the goal of 600 member-
ships before July. While I walk our neighborhood, I see 
more folks out enjoying our beautiful Spring scenery and 
weather, and thank those that have stopped to talk with me. 
As I delivered the Bellevue Membership cards to those that 
signed up, some have shared good ideas about our neighbor-
hood. If you see me delivering your membership card, feel 
free to come out and talk about Bellevue and any of your 
ideas or concerns.

I hope we have good weather and attendance for our 
Garden Walk on April 25th, and that this newsletter is in 
your hands before our next Porchella on Saturday, May 15th 
(rain date, May 22nd).  

Our next meeting will be May 18th 6:30 online via Zoom 
(use link below). We hope to have Councilwoman Ann 
Lambert return to an upcoming meeting to speak with 
us. We still have a need for volunteers to serve on security 
patrol, newsletter distribution, and other committees. As a 
reminder please lock your car doors, put away anything of 
value and do not leave garage doors open while unattended. 
What does everyone think of the new Parklet on MacArthur 
Ave? You may notice the new mulch around our neighbor-
hood, and I’d like to thank all those who helped in cleaning 
our flower beds. Would anyone be interested in garden flags 
for them as well?
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The Bellevue Times  
(BCA Newsletter) is published  

four times a year for the benefit  
of Bellevue residents and  

businesses. It is delivered to all 
home and business addresses in 

the Bellevue neighborhood.

Publication Schedule:
Spring: May

Summer: August
Fall: November

Winter: February

Delivery Date: The BCA Newsletter 
is distributed 1 to 4 weeks ahead  

of the next scheduled general 
meeting of the BCA.

Editorial Policy: We welcome 
your submissions about upcoming 

events and items of interest to 
residents and/or businesses in 
Bellevue. Submissions are best 

forwarded electronically to 
newsletter@bellevueweb.org.  

You may also mail them to: 

Newsletter Editor, BCA
PO Box 15623

Richmond, VA 23227

Be sure to include your name 
and preferred method of contact 

(phone/email). We reserve the  
right to edit and/or not publish  

any submissions.

Deadline for Article and/or 
Advertising Submissions for  

the Summer 2021 Newsletter:  
July 9th, 2021

B E L L E V U E W E B . O R G

COVER: PHOTO BY JUSTIN VAUGHAN

Jerry DeVoss, 
President and Patrol Leader

Jerry DeVoss

Join Zoom Meeting
https://tinyurl.com/ec7z8a9u

Meeting ID: 858 2558 1168
Passcode: 198978
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The meeting began at approximately 6:30 pm.

 President Jerry DeVoss called the meeting to order. 
Approximately 62 people were in attendance.
  - Minutes: The minutes of the December 2020 BCA 

meeting were approved.
  - Treasurer’s Report: $12,289 in checking, includes 

PayPal transferred, $200 in checks needs to go 
to Bank. $1168 outstanding from advertisers, 
something we owe?, $1200 bill for printing 
newsletter forthcoming. Final payment made last 
month on the mini-park $4480

  - Third District Councilwoman’s Report - 
Councilwoman Ann-Frances Lambert shared 
that she has a survey available for Third District 
resident’s to share feedback and concerns. 
Removing the AP Hill statue is a top priority and 
sensitive negotiations are currently going on 
with the family, but she will keep us updated on 
progress. The public safety building is up for sale, 
and the city will hold an informational meeting 
on February 18. Councilwoman Lambert can be 
reached at Ann-Frances.Lambert@richmondgov.
com and asks that her liaison, Kiya Stokes, be 
copied on emails as well, kiya.stokes@richmondgov.
com.

  - Director of Planning and Development Review: 
Kevin Vonck, acting Director, updated the BCA 
on Ordinance 2020-261. This ordinance is part 
of the City of Richmond’s Strategic Plan to End 
Homelessness, the Richmond 300 Master Plan, 
and Mayor Stoney’s affordable housing plan. 
The ordinance amends definitions of emergency, 
transitional, and supportive housing to align with 
language used in the rest of the Commonwealth 
and changes zoning codes for certain zoning 
districts from conditional use to by right use. For 
Bellevue, this would impact areas zoned B-1, 
allowing churches and other places of worship 
to provide emergency housing as an accessory 
use. The goal is to provide housing options to 
individuals in the city. The certificate of zoning 
occupancy for emergency housing use would be 
good for one year and must be renewed annually. 
The move to an administrative process and away 
from City Council would allow the city to reduce 
regulatory burden while enforcing clear guidelines. 
More information is available at richmondva.

legistar.com by searching for ORD. 2020-261, 
and Kevin Vonck can be reached at kevin.vonck@
richmondgov.com.

  - Lieutenant’s Report: Lt. Fleming reported that 
theft continues to be the leading crime in Bellevue. 
Neighbors are cautioned to lock car doors. 
Speeding is being monitored in different parts 
of the neighborhood. Neighbors shared specific 
concerns about speeding with Lt. Fleming.

  - Virginia Department of Health (VDH) Report: 
Stephanie Toney, Registered Nurse and 
Community Health Supervisor & Resource Center 
Program Manager from VDH, shared resources 
and information about the available COVID-19 
vaccines. Pfizer and Moderna are both available 
in the Commonwealth. Both vaccines require 2 
doses and are 95% effective in preventing the 
COVID-19 virus. Side effects are mild and include 
redness and soreness around the injection site, 
fevers, chills, fatigue, and mild headache. No long-
term side effects were noted by any clinical trials 
participants, and those who receive the vaccine 
are continuing to be monitored. VDH has given out 
90% of the vaccine supply received and is working 
to distribute with equity. Stephanie shared that 
preregistration is available for the vaccine at 
vaccinate.virginia.gov. Following receiving vaccine, 
you should still socially distance, wash hands, and 
wear a mask. There is no concrete answer yet as 
to if vaccinated individuals can still transmit the 
virus to others. Due to the risk of continuing to 
shed the virus it is important to continue to follow 
safety precautions after receiving the second dose. 
A powerpoint shard by Ms. Toney was emailed to 
membership and, if not received, can be requested 
by emailing president@bellevueweb.org. 

 
COMMITTEE UPDATES

  - Beautify Bellevue: David Lydiard reported that the 
next Meet and Mulch event is scheduled for April 
10. Volunteers are needed to work in two waves, 
one group for weeding and another for mulching. 
Those interested can contact David Lydiard.

  - Engagement & Outreach: Elaine Summerfield 
shared that the committee was formed last year 
with the intent of building bridges in Northside 
and recently met to brainstorm opportunities 
to engage in service outside of the annual food 

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION WINTER MEETING  
February 16, 2021 – Virtual via Zoom

B C A  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S
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drive. They plan to meet again and continue 
the conversation about strengthening ties in 
Bellevue and other nearby neighborhoods. Elaine 
Summerfield shared that the mural project on 
the side of the former Bellevue Cleaners on Brook 
and Bellevue has the support of the building 
owner. Design considerations are still underway 
and anyone who is interested can reach out to 
Don Glazer or Ben Barber for information on 
joining the next meeting. The committee was 
connected with Aliza Sterling from True North 
Yoga & Wellness who is also raising money for a 
mural in the neighborhood. Northside resident Nico 
Cathcart will be the mural artist, and the focus will 
be inclusion and diversity. Over $2000 has been 
raised already for the project, and the BCA has 
committed $200. Elaine and Aliza plan to work to 
align and fundraise together for both murals. Aliza 
shared a donation link for the MacArther mural 
“Mural for Unity.” 

  - Garden Walk: The next Garden Walk will be 
April 25 from 1-5pm. Visitors will be able to view 
both back and front-yard gardens, including 
a solar home, and art from local artisans and 
neighborhood children. Masks will be required, 
and other social distancing measures are being 
planned. Anyone interested in volunteering 
can reach out to Jill Krohn. If you are an artist 
interested in displaying your work you can contact 
Jean Hollings at hollingsjean@gmail.com.

  - Membership: Joyce Foster, chair, shared that 
there are currently 160 members. The 2021 
membership drive is underway with the help of 
Christina Mayhugh and Steve Cummings. The goal 
of the drive is 600 members, and Joyce is emailing 
former members to invite them to rejoin for 2021. 
The Welcome Wagon has a delivery going out 
this week. Chuck Epes shared that the Board is 
creating a survey to publish in the next newsletter 
to get a pulse on what issues and activities 
Bellevue residents are interested in. The BCA will 
consider putting a stand up during Garden Walk 
and Porchella to recruit members.

  - Newsletter: Barry Long shared most of the 
newsletters have been delivered. The inclement 
weather slowed down some of the deliveries, but 
the rest should be out by the end of this week.

  - Sandwich Sign: One volunteer is needed for 

the sandwich sign on Crestwood and Bellevue. 
Interested volunteers should contact Paul Quel.

  - Real Estate: David Lyrdiard reported that 67 
homes were sold in 2020, bringing the total to 5 
more than in the previous year. There was a 6.4% 
price increase on 2 bedroom homes, 4.6% on 3 
bedroom homes, and 18% on 4 bedroom homes.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

  - Friends of Bryan Park: Jean Hollings spoke 
about updates to the Bryan Park grounds. The 
Bryan Park Invasive Plant Task Force is kicking 
off with a Free the Trees event on February 21. 
They will also be doing monthly stream clean ups. 
Interested volunteers can find more information 
on their website (www.friendsofbryanpark.org) or 
Facebook page.

  - Porchella Update: Rob McAdams gave an update 
on the survey responses from last October’s 
Porchella event. Of the 137 respondents, we 
learned that the average attendee age was 47; 
89% of attendees were Bellevue residents, and 
56% were BCA members. Of those surveyed and 
reporting for their groups, it was reported that 
373 people attended, of which 86 were under 18. 
From numbers reported back from bands, Set 1 
was attended by 650 people, set 2 by 645 people, 
and set three by 513 people. Most attendees (55%) 
reported that they spent 3-4 hours at the event 
and saw 4.5 bands. Many (62%) of attendees 
made a donation to the band. Of the highlights, 
most reported liking the neighbors, community, 
and music. The biggest complaints were about 
traffic, mask-wearing, and “too many awesome 
music options.” Opportunities to consider for future 
events included porta potties, street closures 
on majors roads, collaboration with Merchants 
Association, and a foldable spreadsheet of band 
listings. Planning for the next event is underway, 
and it is scheduled for Saturday, May 15, with a 
rain date of May 22. All interested bands and 
hosts should sign up by April 2 by using the form  
at https://tinyurl.com/y2u3mhqx.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted by,
Jami Bricker, Secretary

B C A  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S
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B C A  M E M B E R S H I P

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION 2021
Membership Form

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY/ STATE / ZIP

EMAIL

PHONE

Please note other skills or interests you would like to share with us:

Questions or comments?

Annual Dues are $15 per household per calendar year

DUES

OPTIONAL DONATION: Help support activities such  
as neighborhood beautification, clean up, yard sale,  
signage, website, garden walk and security patrol

TOTAL AMOUNT

$

$

$

Return this completed 
form along with your 

check payable to ‘Bellevue 
Civic Association’ to:

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 15623

RICHMOND, VA 23227

Visit our website at:
WWW.BELLEVUEWEB.ORG/

MEMBERSHIP

and join via Paypal

OR

BEAUTIFY 
BELLEVUE

FUNDRAISING

GARDEN WALK

FOOD DRIVE

MEMBERSHIP

HOSPITALITY

NEIGHBORHOOD  
WATCH

ENGAGMENT & OUTREACH

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY

PROGRAMS 
& EVENTS

SECURITY PATROL

SOCIAL MEDIA

Please circle your interests in serving and helping our community

BCA Sponsors 2021  
Membership Drive

With the arrival of January, a new 
membership year begins! This year 

our goal is 600 households to join. With 
over 1200 homes in Bellevue we need 

your help to reach this goal.

As we publicize our membership  
drive be on the lookout for:

• Sandwich Sign Ads • Flyer within  
this newsletter • Social Media  

• Nextdoor announcement  
• Posters on Merchants Row • Email  

invitation to former members

If you have already joined for 2021 – 
THANK YOU! If you haven’t, please fill 

out the Membership Form (right) & mail 

OR  
check out our website  

www.bellevueweb.org/membership 
and join via PayPal. 

Please know that we very much  
appreciate your dues and donations as 

they help us to provide a number  
of valuable benefits for the  

neighborhood and our members:

• FREE Quarterly Newsletters • Security 
Patrol • Quarterly Member Meetings  

• Annual Raffle • Website • Garden 
Walk • Quarterly Gift Card Drawing  

• Programs & Events such as Porchella  
• Special Projects such as the  

new Corner Meet Up Patio

Questions and comments can be sent  
to me via email at membership@

bellevueweb.org. Thanks in advance for 
your membership!

Joyce Foster
BCA Membership Chair
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PRESIDENT Jerry DeVoss president@bellevueweb.org 804.539.3999

VICE PRESIDENT Chuck Epes vicepresident@bellevueweb.org 804.904.9509

SECRETARY Jami Bricker secretary@bellevueweb.org 804.519.4623

TREASURER Angie Warner treasurer@bellevueweb.org

AD MANAGER Carrie Parker bcanewslettereditor@gmail.com

BEAUTIFY BELLEVUE David Lydiard beautifybellevue@bellevueweb.org 804.266.4146

CO-WEBSITE ADMIN. Mike LaBelle websiteadmin@bellevueweb.org 804.690.3242

ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH Don Glazer djglazer@gmail.com 804.356.2916

GARDEN WALK Jo Murphy, Jill Krohn gardenwalk@bellevueweb.org

HOSPITALITY CHAIR Holly Wilson hospitality@bellevueweb.org 804.840.4604

MEMBERSHIP Joyce Foster membership@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION Barry Long newsletterdistribution@bellevueweb.org 804.266.8614

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Carrie Parker bcanewslettereditor@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER DESIGNER Justin Vaughan design@bellevueweb.org

POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY) 804.646.5100

POLICE-SECTOR 412 Robert Fleming robert.fleming@richmondgov.com

SANDWICH SIGNS Paul Quel infosigns@bellevueweb.org

SECURITY PATROL Jerry DeVoss patrol@bellevueweb.org 804.262.7427

SOCIAL MEDIA VACANT socialmedia@bellevueweb.org

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION - OFFICERS STAY 
CONNECTED

B C A  I N D E X

ADVERTISE WITH US!

*Cost Per Issue. There is a 20% discount for purchasing  
four ads per calendar year (in advance). Please Contact  

admanager@bellevueweb.org to place your ad.

BACK PAGE
7.775” W x 10.375” H

$250*
—OR—

FULL PAGE
7.775” W x 10.125” H

$170*
1/2 Horizontal*
7” W x 4.625” H

$85*

1/4
VERTICAL
3.375” W x 
4.625” H

$55*
1/8  

HORIZONTAL
3.375” W x 2.225” H

$30*

Classic Touch Cleaning .................7

David J. Lydiard, Realtor ............C4

Devoss Auto .....................................17

Dominion Root Control .................7

Eyestainfences ...............................17

Hollister Properties .......................19

Joan Peaslee Real Estate ..........C2

Monument Family Dentistry .......14

Mow Hawks ......................................13

The New Community School.......11

Northside Dental ............................C3

Once Upon A Vine ..........................19

Realtor Ray Flournoy ....................7

Restoration Carpentry, LLC .......7

Rich’s Stiches Inc ............................19

Trillium Gardens .............................11

Vonderlehr Tire ...............................8

Westminster Canterbury ............13

Zen Construction ............................17

ADVERTISERS INDEX

bellevueweb.org

@bellevuerva

facebook.com/
BellevueRVA

bellevuecivicrva
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B C A  V O L U N T E E R S

The BCA relies on neighborhood volunteers in a variety of roles. We’d love for you to find a place to join in!
The following are available opportunities for volunteering with the BCA:

Security Patrol: Members of this team volunteer 
an hour per month touring the neighborhood 
with a partner and a flashing light on top of their 
vehicle, serving as an active presence. Activities are 
reported to the Chair of the Committee for police 
attention. 

Beautify Bellevue: This team maintains public 
gardens within the neighborhood and implements 
special beautification projects.

Garden Walk: Volunteers are needed to assist in 
planning and implementing this annual event, as 
well as neighbors willing to offer their garden or 
artwork for the tour.

Engagement & Outreach: Plans are underway to 
establish service projects that will benefit Bellevue 
neighbors in need, as well as Outreach to those 
outside our neighborhood.

Membership: This team processes memberships 
each year, and host BCA’s presence at 
neighborhood events such as Christmas on 
MacArthur, National Night Out and the Annual 
Raffle held at Once Upon a Vine. They also sponsor 

activities to gain and maintain members, such as 
Welcome Wagon, Member Benefits, Volunteer Bank 
and an Annual Membership Drive.

Publicity: For volunteers with an interest in Social 
Media, our organizations website and our Quarterly 
Newsletter, including its delivery team.

Administration: This team coordinates the 
organization’s annual calendar, assists with 
providing refreshments at our Quarterly Member 
Meetings and maintains access to our BCA Storage.

Programs & Events: It is our goal to establish 
a team that will coordinate educational, social 
and entertainment programs and events, such 
as Porchella this past Fall and upcoming Spring. 
Please help us get this started!!

Fundraising: If you have a creative mind and enjoy 
organizing events, let us know. We’ll pull together 
a team of respondents and begin the process. 
Ideas such as “I (heart) Bellevue” bumper stickers 
or custom garden flags have been tossed around. 
What can you come up with?

Volunteering offers rewarding opportunities to make new friends,  
support your neighborhood and benefit others by reducing the load! 

Please join our team of volunteers by emailing me at membership@bellevueweb.org.

Joyce Foster
BCA Membership Chair

THE BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOUR HELP!
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Contact Dominion 
Root Control today 

for specialized 
solutions to your 

sewer backups and 
preventative video 

pipeline inspections

877-860-2245
dominionrootcontrol.com

jgaughran@dominionrootcontrol.com
HOUSECLEANING: //verb
   MAKING TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS
       www.classictouchcleaning.com

Or…MEET ME AT THE PAINTING CLASS
1229
BELLEVUE 
AVENUE
TEACHING 
PAINTING AT 
ALL LEVELS
TO ADULTS.
CALL:
564-6979 
TO REGISTER

www.thepaintingclass.com

HOUSECLEANING: //verb
   MAKING TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS
       www.classictouchcleaning.com

Or…MEET ME AT THE PAINTING CLASS
1229
BELLEVUE 
AVENUE
TEACHING 
PAINTING AT 
ALL LEVELS
TO ADULTS.
CALL:
564-6979 
TO REGISTER

www.thepaintingclass.com

HOUSECLEANING: //verb
   MAKING TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS
       www.classictouchcleaning.com

Or…MEET ME AT THE PAINTING CLASS
1229
BELLEVUE 
AVENUE
TEACHING 
PAINTING AT 
ALL LEVELS
TO ADULTS.
CALL:
564-6979 
TO REGISTER

www.thepaintingclass.com

www.thepaintingclass.com

Or...Meet me at � e Painting Class

1229 Bellevue Ave.

Teaching 
painting at all 

levels to adults.

Call 564-6979 
to register

www.classictouchcleaning.com

Call Brenda at
804.262.6979 or
804.262.5666



Vonderlehr Tire

1921

1940 TODAY

2526 CHAMBERLAYNE AVE.
(AT N.  LOMBARDY ST.)

 (804) 321-7861  •  VONDERLEHRTIRE.NET

We have been serving the Richmond, VA area since 1921.  
With 100 years in the business you can trust that we will provide you with  

honest and trustworthy service. We look forward to the next 100 years!

C elebrat ing 100 YearSR

Vonderlehr Tire_FP.indd   1 4/27/21   8:40 PM
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  Public health, including  
information about the 
COVID-19 virus/vaccines.

  Bike safety and/or  
public transportation

  City government and  
civic engagement

   Inclusion, making all feel  
welcome in the community

  Accessibility to BCA programs 
(meeting times, meeting  
locations, virtual participation 
options, childcare) 

  School Board representation  
at BCA meetings 
   Increased online presence  
for BCA

  Increased transparency of BCA 
finances (regular online reports) 

  Increased marketing of BCA,  
its “brand,” benefits of  
neighborhood and BCA 

  Traffic safety issues (speeding, 
4-way stop signs, etc.)

  Community beautification  
projects (murals, plantings, etc.)

  The 13 Acres School building 
and potential for its restoration

  Fostering greater community 
among neighbors 
  A monthly neighborhood  
electronic newsletter (free to all)

  Land use/zoning updates  
at meetings (casino at  
Movieland property, location  
of homeless shelters, etc)

  Greater environmental  
advocacy 

  Shelters, benches, and trash 
cans at all bus stops in Bellevue 

  Neighbor profiles in the  
newsletter and/or online to 
learn more about neighbors

  Public service projects  
and activities with other  
neighborhoods 

  Equity and gentrification

B C A  S U R V E Y

✁

BELLEVUE NEIGHBORHOOD ENGAGEMENT SURVEY
The Bellevue Civic Association (BCA) is an all-volunteer organization working to represent and 

promote the Bellevue neighborhood. There are more than 1,200 homes in Bellevue, yet fewer than 300 
are members of BCA in any given year, a participation rate of only 25 percent. The BCA Board seeks 

to understand why and how best to engage, serve, and represent our community. 

For each category below and on the  
following page, please rate each topic  

on a scale of 1 through 5.

1.  I do not support 
2.  I somewhat do not support 

3.  I’m indifferent 
4.  I somewhat support 
5.  I strongly support

Please respond to the following anonymous 
survey. Visit tinyurl.com/BellevueNeighborhood 

Survey to respond electronically, or complete this 
paper version and mail to:

Bellevue Civic Association
Box 15623

Richmond, VA 23227

Please respond on or before June 1, 2021.  
Survey results will be compiled and shared with 

the neighborhood in an upcoming BCA newsletter. 

Program Suggestions
Following are topics for possible BCA presentation, discussion, or program suggestions. 

Other comments: 

continued on next page →
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Membership

Are you a member of BCA?  

If not, why not?
  Don’t want to get involved
  Too busy
  Tight budget
  Just not interested
  Other (please elaborate)

Annual BCA membership dues are $15 per household, 
allowing you to vote at BCA meetings on decisions, 
activities, elections, etc. Is this the right amount?  
Too high? Too low? 

Are dues a factor in whether you are/are  
not a member?  

Thank you very much. Your input is invaluable to the success of BCA and our wonderful neighborhood. 

The BCA Board

Jerry DeVoss, President
Chuck Epes, Vice President

Jami Bricker, Secretary
Angie Walker, Treasurer 

  Garden Walk 
  Plant swap 
  Annual raffle fundraiser 
  Community yard sale 
  Beautify Bellevue  
(Meet and Mulch)
  Annual Holiday Display Contest

  Welcome Wagon 
  Porchella 
  Neighborhood Watch 
  Neighborhood Safety Patrol 
  Bellevue Times newsletter  
(delivered to all residences  
four times a year)

  Quarterly neighborhood meet-
ings at Linwood Holton School 
(now temporarily held on Zoom) 
  Online presence (website,  
Facebook, Nextdoor)
  Keep Bellevue Green  
(Tree planting program)

BCA Sponsored Events and Activities

Following is a list of BCA-sponsored programs/activities. Please rate from 1 to 5 to indicate dislike or support.

Other comments: 

Community

___  How connected do you feel to your  
Bellevue community? 

What activities would make you feel more connected 
to the Bellevue community? 

What activities would make you feel more connected 
to Northside Richmond? 

What could BCA do to encourage you to attend meet-
ings? Please provide details on times, dates, locations, 
childcare, or anything else of concern to you.

Are you aware that BCA is NOT a homeown-
ers association with restrictions, covenants, etc.? 
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Summer Programs for Middle and Upper School Students

Learn more and register at tncs.org/academics/summer

Small class sizes to improve basic skills, plus courses to explore 
areas of interest. Tutoring also available.

• Grades 5-12   

• Customized, College-Prep Curriculum

• 3:1 Student/Teacher Ratio  

• Fostering Academic & Personal 
Strengths

• Igniting the Passions of Students with

Dyslexia & Related Learning

Differences

OPEN TO 
ALL AREA 

RISING 5-12 
GRADERS!

• Writing 
• Math 
• Technology 
• Research 
• SAT Prep 

• Drama 
• Driver’s Ed 
• Music 
• Literature 
• Art 

• Fitness 
• Keyboarding 
• Robotics 
• Personal Finance 
• and many more!

Now accepting applications for the

2021-22 school year • tncs.org/admissions

4211 Hermitage Road, Richmond, VA • tncs.org
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C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

Part of why so many people love Bellevue is our 
creative energy and community connections. Two 
upcoming public art projects reflect that spirit. The 
first is a mural planned for the building that houses 
True North on MacArthur Ave. Owner Aliza Sterling 
has been planning this project for over a year. 
Working with the artist Nico Cathcart, the mural  
will bring a representation of unity and inclusion 
to one of our neighborhood’s main arteries. “I’m 
planning to have an unveiling event in September 
that will bring people together in celebration of our 
community, and hopefully inspire more efforts to 
use our shared spaces for public art and connection 
with each other,”  said Sterling.

Another space where plans are hatching for such 
a mural is at Brook Rd. and Bellevue, on the wall that 
previously housed Bellevue Cleaners. A few Bellevue 
neighbors planning this mural intend to engage 

other Northside neighborhoods to come together and 
co-create a mural based on the concept of “Northside 
Love.” “The wall has been tagged repeatedly, and 
instead of just painting it over, let’s create something 
we can all be proud of,” said Jeff Sigmon. “A commu-
nity-driven effort to beautify and create shared space 
is a symbol of how we can achieve positive things 
when we come together,” added Ben Barber.  

Currently the team is collecting bids from 
artists to lead the project, and reaching out to other 
Northside neighbors to participate. The team intends 
to raise $15,000 to support both murals, and they need 
your help. Ways to help out include sharing what you 
love about Northside; donations; and volunteers. 

To share your ideas, donate, and/or get involved,  
please go to: http://bit.ly/BrookRdMural or contact  
Elaine Summerfield at etsummerfield@gmail.com for  
more information.

WALLS TO CONNECT (NOT TO DIVIDE)
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Voted BEST Retirement Community! Come See What’s New!

Get your weekends back.

Lawn Care and Landscaping
www.mowrichmond.com
855-Mow-Hawk



B E L L E V U E  T I M E S   |   A P R  /  M A Y  /  J U N  2 0 2 114 TOP: DAVID LYDIARD PHOTO

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

What does it take to be a participating yard on 
Garden Walk?  A little imagination, a sense of fun, 
some good old fashioned hard work, and maybe a 
little wine.

Because this past year has kept us all home a lot 
more than usual, there was a shift in how we looked 
at our yards.  They became an extension of living 

space and activity more than ever before. The yards 
featured in this year’s Garden Walk were an assort-
ment of entertainment areas, mini-farms, bee & 
bird sanctuaries and art and game centers.  

For example, Robert and Lauren transformed 
their front yard on Princeton into a lovely dining 
area, complete with lights and firepit that rivals any 
outdoor venue in Richmond. Fayeruz and Robert 
on Bellevue Ave had fruit trees, grapes and flower 
gardens, believing if you plant something it should 
end up in a vase or on a plate.  And with a touch  
of whimsy, Fayeruz added “some of the gardens  
are very elegant. I have a birdhouse made from a 
Scooby Doo Mystery Mobile—that’s where I’m at 
right now!”

If there was a theme to this year it was fun & 
function!  No doubt we all came away with some 
ideas for our own yards.  

Be part of the fun in 2022 and sign up for the next  
Garden Walk!  Send an email to Jo Murphy, jojosmurph@
gmail.com. We will contact you in September to verify  
your interest and you can start planning.

GARDEN WALK 2021
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magine Bellevue without its many old and beautiful 
homes. We are in danger of losing one of the oldest 

and grandest homes in the neighborhood – the structure 
at 3801 Hermitage Road behind the Holton Elementary 
School on the Thirteen Acres property.  Originally a 
farmhouse built around 1885, Thirteen Acres is owned 
by Richmond Public Schools but has been abandoned 
for many years. It is now surrounded by a chain link 
fence and is undergoing demolition by neglect. Before 
it falls down, it may be removed to be replaced by 
multi-family housing. 

On September 28, 2020, the City of Richmond issued 
its recommendations to the City Council for the sale and 
disposition of city-owned parcels of real estate no longer 
needed for municipal purposes in the 2020 Biennial Real 
Estate Strategies Plan. The document can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/43xf7c4f  

This plan focuses on “identifying parcels of city-owned 
real estate that are proposed to be used to facilitate the 
development of much needed affordable housing units 
in a variety of geographic areas and across the spectrum 
from multi-family developments to single-family homes 
providing opportunities for affordable home ownership.” 
The plan includes Thirteen Acres in what is referred to 
as “Category Two – Parcels/assemblages of parcels with 
potential for future affordable multi-family rental Units.” 

This recommendation does not specifically call for 
the demolition of the building, so the possibility remains 
that the 19th century structure could be incorporated 
somehow into the planned development. Affordable 
housing is an urgent need for the Richmond area, so 
perhaps there is a way to retain the house and help meet 
this priority as well. 

There are some possibilities. The house could be moved 
to face Hermitage Road and developed as a single-family 
residence, returning it to the tax rolls, generating value 
rather than cost to the city. Alternatively, the building 
could be restored and used by Richmond Public Schools 
for a dedicated function or for additional classroom space. 
Or, possibly there could be some kind of mixed use devel-

opment that incorporated the old school building.
There are several important considerations in going 

forward with the development of this property. The build-
ing is a contributing resource to the Hermitage Road Old 
and Historic District, listed on both the National Register 
of Historic Places and in the City’s Hermitage Road Old 
and Historic District. Listings on the National Register 
could qualify it for Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits. In 
addition to the financial incentive of Historic Tax Credits, 
the City’s Commission of Architectural Review (CAR) is 
charged with reviewing all exterior changes to a property 
located within an Old and Historic District visible from 
a public right-of-way to determine whether they are in 
keeping with the specified design guidelines. CAR also 
has oversight over proposed demolitions in City Old and 
Historic Districts.

We understand that several steps would need to be 
taken for further development of Thirteen Acres. The 
first step is that the Richmond School Board would have 
to decide what to do with the property, and if it agrees 
to have it developed for residential use, it would need 
to carve out the parcel, or parcels, for this purpose. This 
would probably be done with the advice of their Vacant/
Non-Instructional/Surplused Property Committee 
(VPC), chaired by School Board Member Jonathan Young. 
Richmond Public Schools would then transfer ownership 
of this parcel or parcels to the City of Richmond. The City 
would begin a Request for Proposal process to obtain bids 
for purchase and development. 

I hope residents of Bellevue will oppose demoli-
tion of this building. Contacting the School Board first 
makes sense. The building has had many uses. Charles 
McGuigan is writing about the property in the April 
issue of North of the James; I encourage you to read his 
story. I am eager to hear from people who have personal 
histories about Thirteen Acres, or who can fill in some of 
the blanks in the legacy of this property that help make a 
better case for preservation. You can reach me at tsych@
comcast.net  –Bob Balster, President of the Hermitage Road 
Historic District Association

SAVE THIRTEEN ACRES

I

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
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t feels like forever since January 2020. As a retired RN I noticed my first 
mention of COVID-19 while looking through one of my on-line medical 

journals. What I read gave me enormous pause. There was a new virus that could 
vary in intensity and was highly contagious. By February the information hit the 
TV news. By March friends were asking me about the seriousness of the disease. 
Friends were told “take this seriously” and “it could last a long time.” 

What now? I began writing “romance” novels to pass the time during the 
winter. Four were completed during the pandemic. Spring of 2020 in my garden 
I weeded, dug, planted, and watered. I tackled redoing a patio. Huge pavers were 
lifted, rearranged; bricks adjusted; all set at right angles and extended. Not bad 
for an old lady. Ancient forsythia bushes were removed. A new privacy screen of 
Eleagnus bushes was planted. Next was resetting bricks in the walkway. A chore 
delayed for about 15 years. But I had time. Lots of time.

A fairy house at the base of my huge oak had been created in the spring of 2019 
by artists Andrea and Patrick Lassiter, residents of Lorraine. During summer days 
small children and their parents went walking past and stopped to visit the fairy 
house, along with a miniature Cooper. Alas, in December, the tree got trimmed 
WAY BACK into a totem. Art will follow. But this keeps the little house safe for my 
young visitors and limbs won’t fall on the children.

During the warm months of the pandemic children would do chalk art in the 
street, or sometimes the sidewalks. Pictures of rainbows appeared at windows. 
Tiny rocks painted in bright colors were tucked in the planters on MacArthur 
and throughout the neighborhood. The children and I said hello on my dog walks. 
Cooper started choosing his own path. I would follow, leash in hand, always happy 
to follow behind my adventurous pup.

What kept me sane? Going to our neighborhood’s restaurants. Dots, Demi’s, 
take out from Mi Jalisco.  Bellevue’s Women’s Social Group began to meet again in 
backyards to socialize and discuss books. Our neighborhood had a music event in 
the fall, Porchella, and we traveled from one location to another hearing live music. 

I kept following the stats on COVID. In early of 2020, April - 337,000 plus had the 
virus, and under 10,000 had died.  Early September we hit over 6 million cases with 
180,000 plus dead. Early January saw 20 million cases and nearly 350,000 lives lost. 
Mid-April 2021 it’s over 31,000,000 with over 560,000 dead. One in 9 of us has or has had 
COVID-19. Now we have a vaccine and we’re making headway in the administration. 

So, it’s prayers and caution. We will overcome this and be more prepared for the 
next pandemic. In this neighborhood we care about each other, and we’re blessed 
in that. –Lin Rasmussen

COVID-19 AND ME

I
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Z E N

ANDREW SLATER  •  LAKESIDE. VA.  •  434 996-0259

Good work at  a  fa ir  pr ice .
($ 20/hr or by the job)

DECONSTRUCTION

•  Gutter clean-out and  

minor repair

•  Help cleaning out garages, 

attics, basements, sheds

•  Landscape clean-up and  

pruning, plant removal  

and planting

CONSTRUCTION

Minor repairs around your house:

•  Carpentry, drywall, wall and  

room painting

•  Leaking faucets, tile, pictures and 

hooks hung, shades and blinds

•  Light fixtures, window repair, 

doorbells, counter drawers fixed

•  Furniture and bed frame con-

struction from box to finished

Handyman and House “to do” l is t

C O N S T R U C T I O N

eyestainfences.com

nic davis / 804-980-6038

repair / power wash / paint stain
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n spring mornings, you’re apt to hear birds sing and 
call well before sunrise. Their strident vocalizations 

may continue into the mid-morning hours. This rich mix 
of avian singing is called a “dawn chorus” and it may begin 
in late winter and extend into early summer.

The first species you’ll likely hear is a single American 
robin that punctuates the darkness with its brief warble. 
Soon, another robin nearby bird answers back. Before 
long, several are repeating their call to each, rousing other 
species nearby.

Northern cardinals are often next in line, joining the 
dawn chorus with their lengthy trills. Other voices join 
the chorus before long, such as song and white-throated 
sparrows, the later a species that sings with gusto before 
departing in April for breeding grounds at higher eleva-
tions in the mountains.

As the sun begins to rise, you’ll hear more voices, 
perhaps a northern mockingbird or one of its close cousins, 
an eastern towhee or brown thrasher. While towhees tend 
to prefer calling from brushy habitat, thrashers often find 
branches near treetops to repeat their unique three-note 

call over and over.
Before long, backyards host a 
menagerie of species, perhaps 
blue jays, house and Carolina 

wrens, chickadees and titmice, 
mourning doves, eastern 

phoebes and house 
and goldfinches. 

 

Your neighborhood may swell with migrant species 
such as vireos, thrushes and other songbirds that join 
your year-round residents. Some will stay to nest, while 
others stop briefly just to rest and feed before moving on 
to northern breeding grounds. 

The dawn chorus tells avian neighbors of one’s territo-
rial claim and resoluteness to defend against interlopers. 
But the morning songfest is also the prelude to mate selec-
tion with declarations of fitness and desirability. 

During later morning hours, red-shouldered and 
red-tailed hawks may call to each other as they soar 
overhead. Too, woodpeckers may join the chorus with calls 
to attract a mate or drumming on tree limbs or gutters 
and downspouts, especially red-bellied woodpeckers and 
northern flickers.

As you listen to the variety of birdsongs, you may hear 
some that are unfamiliar. Fortunately, there are digital 
resources to help with identification and you’ll find a very 
helpful phone or tablet app at http://www.birdgenie.com/.

Several helpful apps are available on Apple iTunes for 
iPads and iPhones. “Merlin Bird ID” from the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology is a simple, straightforward option that has 
received strong reviews from birders, and “Smart Bird ID” 
is another good option. 

To truly appreciate the spring dawn chorus and 
morning songfest, set your alarm to arise early, get a 
steaming cup of coffee or tea, and settle into a comfortable 
chair on your back porch, balcony or patio. You’ll hear 
a single song gradually become a cacophony of twitters, 
trills, chirps, warbles and other melodious calls.

Backyard birds to watch for during the early spring: 
Migrant songbirds will join your year-round birds, such as 
gray catbirds, house wrens, thrushes, vireos, tanagers and 
orioles. While some will move north, watch for returnees 
that begin to build backyard nests.

Jerry Uhlman is a longtime Bellevue resident, and for 
many years wrote the “Flyways & Byways” column that 

appeared in the Richmond Times-Dispatch. Contact 
him at flyways@verizon.net.

EARLY SPRING BIRDSONGS TO ENJOY

O

American 
robin



We would like to thank every 
one of our customers for 

their continued support and 
cooperation by wearing a mask 
while visiting our store during 
these trying times. Stay Safe

Our current hours of 
operation are as follows:

Sunday to Thursday
Noon to 7:00 pm

Friday and Saturday
Noon to 9:00 pm

Watch for the Return of:
Friday Night Movies - Mid May

Wine Tastings - 3rd Week of May
Anniversary & Customer 

Apprecitation Party - End of May

4009 MacArthur Ave.
(804) 726-9463

www.onceuponavine.us

OnceUponAVine_Half Page_BT_Q22021.indd   1 4/27/21   8:07 PM

Proven sales record since 2001

I have expertise in Market Valuations, Negotiations, Advertising, Home
Staging, Inspections, Appraisals, Investing & Mortgage Financing.

Chris Hollister REALTOR®
Hollister Properties
5407 Patterson Ave., Suite 101
Richmond, VA 23226

804.240.9415
chris@hollistersales.com

www.HollisterSales.com

Thinking about selling your 
home in Bellevue?

Contact me for a 
FREE market analysis.
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n my mid-twenties, I decided to move back to Richmond, buy a house that needed work, start grad school 
(fulltime), oh, and on top of all of that? That’s right, have an already demanding 50+ hour a week traveling job. 

Sound crazy? It was. I appreciate my optimism of all the things I thought I could do, but when it came down to it, 
I had no downtime, no mental breaks, and my adrenaline was pumping 24-7. I thought as long as I was physically 
active, I’d be fine. And although it helped, I didn’t understand all aspects of what made me a healthy, but more 
important, a happy person. 

I still struggle with this today – juggling a fulltime job and owning a small business at the same time.  
The main difference between being in my mid-twenties vs. today in my late thirties, I understand that staying 
sane/well involves a lot more than just eating healthy and staying active. Technically that is only one of the 
many parts of wellness. 

Something that has helped me balance my wellness has been acupuncture. A beautiful part of being treated 
by a good acupuncturist is that they treat the cause, not the symptom, of what is going on. They will ask about 
your emotional, social, spiritual, and physical wellbeing (and more). After looking at the whole picture to 
understand why you are feeling the way you are, they will come up with a treatment plan to help you heal.  
So, what are the 8 pillars of wellness?

• Environmental. Are you safe and have pleasant surroundings?

• Financial. Do you have enough to support your loved ones (and others in need)?

• Social. How well do you interact with others and get involved in the community? 

• Emotional. How do you feel and how vulnerable are you with others?

• Spiritual. Do you live by a set of personal values and ethics?

• Physical. Do you have healthy food, sleep, and exercise habits?

• Intellectual. Are you stimulated by your surroundings?

• Occupational. Are you satisfied/enriched by your occupation?

Hence, money and being physically fit isn’t going to make my sanity temple whole. It is about living in a safe 
place, my sense of connection and being vulnerable with others, living by my personal values, constantly being 
stimulated by a book or discussion with a friend, feeling like I’m making a difference at work, and opening up 
to others to truly deepen our connection. And, something I know I don’t 
do enough of, taking the time and space to think about what I need and 
evaluate which dimension(s) may be starved that I need to adjust. 

Since you’ve been able to make time to sit, relax and read this article, 
maybe take a few more minutes to reflect on how you feel and assess if 
any of your dimensions could use an adjustment to recalibrate your  
internal gears. It’s always nice to have a sanity check. 

I
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SANITY CHECK
By Aliza Sterling

Owner, True North Yoga & Wellness
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If you have a topic you’d like us 
to cover, please reach out to 

truenorthrva@gmail.com. We’ll 
do our best to cover topics  

pertinent to the neighborhood.



Your Best Smile is
Closer Than Ever

8047673410

NORTHSIDEDENTALCO.COM

3404 HERMITAGE RD

RICHMOND, VA 23227

NOW WELCOMING

NEW PATIENTS
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 SOLD   BR Baths Rms SqFt Price Sold Price Approx. 
Days 

 1508 W Laburnum Ave 3 1.1 9 1,769 $285,000 $316,000 5 
 1304 Claremont Ave 3 1.1 6 1,162 $325,000 $325,000 5 
 1219 Claremont Ave 2 1.0 6 840 $315,000 $332,000 6 
 1207 Windsor Ave 3 1.0 6 1,104 $329,000 $368,000 4 
 1215 Windsor Ave 3 1.1 7 1,684 $374,950 $409,000 7 
 4011 Chevy Chase St 4 2.0 7 1,497 $364,900 $413,000 6 
 1511 Wilmington Ave 5 2.1 9 3,086 $699,950 $650,000 30 
 1509 Confederate Ave 5 4.1 11 4,404 $975,000 $1,002,960 5 
        
 01-24-21 thru 04-15-21     (previous 6) AVG. 8 

David j Lydiard 
“Your Northside Realtor & Neighbor” 

DLremax@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office: 521-5618 
Fax:     521-5638 

Information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.   

 


