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As the year winds down and my term as your BCA 
president comes to a close, I’d like to thank our 
committee people and everyone else who stepped up 
to help carry the load for our neighborhood. I would 
especially like to thank my fellow o�cers who have 
contributed countless hours and worn many hats over the 
last year due to the lack of volunteers. This stress creates 
what I call “volunteer fatigue.” You’ve probably noticed many 
of the same old faces at BCA events? Well, we are losing a 
number of them for this reason and others. We need help 
to keep doing the good work of the BCA, especially from the 
younger members of our neighborhood. Please consider 
stepping up and volunteering!

The 15th annual Christmas on MacArthur parade – One 
Richmond’s most popular events is right in the middle of 
Bellevue! Start time has moved up an hour to 10:00 am. Come 
see Santa, marching bands, floats, dogs, llamas, antique cars, 
Scouts, and live entertainment on the big stage.

Light Up the ‘Hood Challenge – Come join in on the fun 
and participate in our 4th annual Holiday/Christmas decora-
tioning contest. Prizes for Traditional home, Anything Goes 
home, Best Tree, and 4x Best Doors. To nominate a home or 
for details email: president@bellevueweb.org

Bellevue & Fauquier Project – As we all know, Bellevue 
enjoys a reputation as a wonderful walking neighborhood. 
From the trees, to the architecture, to friends there is always 
something to see. On any given day, there are folks strolling 
about, running, riding, or walking their dogs. However, the 
one thing we are missing are places to take a break from 
the above; a safe, central place to sit, rest and relax. See our 
proposal, in the issue, to transform this grown-over trian-
gle into a place to sit and relax with decorative pavers and 
a sitting wall. Come to our December 3rd BCA meeting at 
Holton for more details.
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The Bellevue Times  
(BCA Newsletter) is published  

four times a year for the benefit  
of Bellevue residents and  

businesses. It is delivered to all 
home and business addresses in 

the Bellevue neighborhood.

Publication Schedule:
Spring: May

Summer: August
Fall: November

Winter: February

Delivery Date: The BCA Newsletter 
is distributed 1 to 4 weeks ahead  

of the next scheduled general 
meeting of the BCA.

Editorial Policy: We welcome 
your submissions about upcoming 

events and items of interest to 
residents and/or businesses in 
Bellevue. Submissions are best 

forwarded electronically to 
newsletter@bellevueweb.org.  

You may also mail them to: 

Newsletter Editor, BCA
PO Box 15623

Richmond, VA 23227

Be sure to include your name 
and preferred method of contact 

(phone/email). We reserve the  
right to edit and/or not publish  

any submissions.

Deadline for Article and/or 
Advertising Submissions for  

the Winter 2019/20 Newsletter:  
January 10, 2020

B E L L E V U E W E B . O R G

COVER: PHOTO BY JAY PAUL

David J. Lydiard, 
President of the Bellevue Civic Association

David j. Lydiard
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The meeting began at approximately 6:30 pm.

• President, David Lydiard, called the meeting to order. 
Approximately 45 people were in attendance. 
• The minutes of our May 21, 2019 meeting were 
approved.
• Matt Howells, Treasurer, reported our banking account 
at $19,660.47. 

SPEAKERS: 

  -Kenny Horak, Paving Manager for Richmond City – 
Mr. Horak provided and update on road paving for 
Bellevue. Paving will begin in October and will follow 
DPU gas work completion. All roads on the list will 
be milled and paved due to extensive trenching 
for the new gas lines. Normally, local streets only 
get a heat and slurry seal. A list of 21 streets was 
distributed to the membership. Any streets paved 
within the last 4 years are not included on the list 
and no additional streets will be added before July 
2020. No streets will be closed during the paving 
project; however, alternate lanes will be closed as 
the streets are milled and paved. On member asked 
why MacArthur Avenue was not on the list. This 
street has a high crown, poor drainage, and lots 
of delivery truck traffic. A request was made for a 
street core test to be done on MacArthur. Another 
member reported that the 3900 block of Fauquier 
Avenue was missed in the paving work that was 
done on Fauquier last year. Mr. Horak will inspect 
this section and determine if it should be added to 
the list.  Several members reported smelling gas 
often at the corner of Bellevue & Fauquier and 
at Fauquier and Claremont.  Torrence Robinson, 
Deputy Director of Operations joined the later part 
of the discussion and reported that his department 
maintains 2400 miles of roads in the city. 

  -Chris Hilbert, 3rd District Councilman’s Report 
– Mr. Hilbert reported that the bulk of the City’s 
$15 million dollar surplus came from expense 
reductions. The Council is currently reviewing ~ 
900 pages of ordinances associated with the 
stadium deal. He personally voted against adding 
a referendum on the November ballot because 
the Council is paid to conduct reviews on behalf of 

the public and should not pass the burden of this 
review process onto the public.  Central questions 
that need to be answered are: Can a city the size 
of Richmond support a coliseum that holds 17,000 
seats? What is the estimated life of this coliseum 
if we build it? And what will it cost per year to 
keep this building properly maintained? This is a 
$1.5 billion project and taxpayers will owe $350 
million over the next 30 years. The membership 
was encouraged to attend a meeting at 6:00 PM 
on 8/29/19 at the Police Academy to discuss this 
development.  Chris also reported that the Bike 
Lane on Brook will likely be completed in the spring 
of 2020 due to gas line installation work that is still 
in progress. Gas work must complete before the 
Bike Lane work can begin.

  -Sgt. Misiano, RPD Neighborhood Crime Report 
– Sgt. Misiano reported a 25% increase in larceny 
in Bellevue. Shoplifting increased this quarter 
from 2 to 3 incidents and there were 2 thefts 
from UNLOCKED cars.  Members requested the 
police reinstate the speed monitoring signs and 
reported that Amazon vans drivers are speeding 
throughout the neighborhood but especially so on 
Laburnum.  Sgt. Misiano reminded us to be sure to 
call in speeding complaints because the number of 
complaints drives the location of speed traps.   

 
COMMITTEE UPDATES 

-Membership Update: Joyce Foster reported 
that membership is currently at 275 with 2 
new members joining tonight. Joyce is setting 
up a Volunteer Bank for members that want to 
participate in activities on an ad hoc basis.  A 
Volunteer Bank notebook will be available at 
membership meetings . Please fill out your contact 
information if you are interested.  Requests for 
Hospitality Pizza/Drinks/Supply pick up was 
an example of this type of service. 4 members 
volunteered to cover the next 4 meetings: Chuck 
Mayhugh, Holly Wilson, Janet Forte, Barry Long, 
and Breanna Detwiler.  The Membership Drawing 
was won by Leslie Ellis.
-Garden Walk: Jo Murphy’s Garden Walk 
committee report was a request for a donation of 

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION SUMMER MEETING
August 27, 2019 – Ginter Park Library
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$1,000 from the BCA to fund a party for past and 
present Garden Walk participants.  The Gardening 
Committee has not been successful in finding 
someone to chair the committee for our spring 
2020 event and hopes that a party will energize 
the gardening community.  Jo expects the event will 
include 75- 125 people that have participated over 
the past 30 years (garden hosts, artists, musicians, 
and committee members).  The committee wanted 
the membership to vote at the meeting on this 
request, but per BCA bylaws, requests from 
committees need to be presented to the board for 
consideration as a first step.  The board had offered 
the Garden Committee $250 in July toward this 
event and had not received a reply to this offer from 
the committee prior to the August membership 
meeting request.

  -Newsletter Editor: Joe Sanderson / Justin Vaughn.  
No report.

  -Sandwich Signs: Paul Quel. No report.
  -Security Patrol: Jerry DeVoss requested more 

volunteers to assist with patrolling. Options are by 
car, bike, or walking. The commitment of time is ~1 
hour per month. Please consider helping keep our 
community safe.

  • Volunteers Needed: David Lydiard asked for 
volunteers to fill open positions:
  • Volunteer Coordinator 
  • Hospitality Coordinator – 4 members 
volunteered during the meeting to assist with pizza 
delivery.
  • Beautify Bellevue 
  • Newsletter Distribution Coordinator  

 NEW BUSINESS

  -Joyce Foster requested reimbursement of $592 
for Membership Committee expenses submitted 
to the Board that covered a 6 year span.  Our 
by-laws do not allow the board to fund items over 
$500 without a vote by the membership. The Board 
was opposed to honoring this request because 
guidelines are in place for committees to submit 
expenses annually and payment- in-arrears is 
not a sound business practice. The membership 
voted to allow the payment and asked that we 

change our by-laws to clearly state time limits for 
reimbursements. 

  -David proposed a vote on two projects that 
have been discussed with the membership since 
February 2019.  A motion was made to defer 
the vote on both projects until our 4th quarter 
membership meeting. A request was made to 
provide written, line-item cost estimates so the 
membership can make a more informed decision.

  -Project #1: Create a hardscape patio area with 
a bench at the corner of Fauquier and Bellevue. 
Estimates obtained from two contractors came in 
at $7,000. The area would provide a low wall for 
seating and 2-3 benches so that walkers could have 
a gathering/rest area. The city has approved this 
work. 

  -Project #2: Create a sand volleyball court with 
picnic tables at Holton Elementary School. This 
project has approval from the school board and is 
covered by our current insurance policy. This project 
is estimated to cost $7,500 if all work is contracted. 
With volunteers, the cost would be lower. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

None. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2019. The 
location of the Membership Meeting has not been finalized 
and will be communicated by social media and with the 
sandwich signs.  

Respectfully submitted by,

Margaret Hutchison, Secretary

B C A  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S



BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION 2020
Membership Application

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY/ STATE / ZIP

EMAIL

PHONE

Please note other skills or interests you would like to share with us:

Questions or comments?

Annual Dues are $15 per household per calendar year

DUES

OPTIONAL DONATION: Help support activities such as 
neighborhood beautification, clean up, yard sale, food 
drive, signage, website garden walk and security patrol

TOTAL AMOUNT

$

$

$

Return this completed 
form along with your 

check payable to ‘Bellevue 
Civic Association’ to:

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 15623

RICHMOND, VA 23227

Visit our website at:
WWW.BELLEVUEWEB.ORG/

MEMBERSHIP

and join via Paypal

OR

BEAUTIFY 
BELLEVUE

FUNDRAISING

GARDEN 
WALK

PROGRAMS 
& EVENTS

SECURITY PATROL

OTHER

Please circle your interests in serving and helping our community

Thank you New Members! 
Thanks to all of you who have joined 
BCA for 2019! Those of you who have  

not had the time to join or re-up  
yet, please check out our website  

www.bellevueweb.org, select  
Membership, and join via PayPal 

OR

Fill out the Membership Application 
(right) and mail it to the address noted, 

along with your donation.

AND, GUESS WHAT? 
IT ONLY COSTS $15!

Quarterly Membership Meetings  
are always held on the third  

Tuesday of the following months:

December 3  
Linwood Holton Elementary  

School Library

Meetings start at 6:30 PM.  
Come at 6:00 and join us for free pizza.

You’ll hear reports from the neigh-
borhood, special topic speakers and 
upcoming activities. Plus, you may  

meet some new neighbors.

Mark your calendars and we look 
forward to seeing you!

Joyce Foster
BCA Membership Chair

B C A  N E W S
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4009 MacArthur Ave 
(804)726-9463 

www.onceuponavine.us 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    We would like to thank you for your     

        Continued loyal support! 

 

 

Join us on September 17 th for the 

Bellevue Civic Assoc. Annual Raffle 

on our side parking lot. Lots of 

fun!!! Check your Times calendar 

for the time 

Check out all our great 
Specials on Wine and 

Beer, and large selection 
of Roses. Check them out 
on our “NEW” website                

WWW.ONCEUPONAVINE.us 

Coming Events for the Holidays
Thanksgiving tasting Nov.27th

Christmas tasting Dec.23rd
New Year’s tasting Dec.27th
w/ Chocolate Fountain and

Strawberries

Check out all our great  
Specials on Wine and Beer,  

and large selection of 
Gifts. Check them out 

on our “NEW” website                
WWW.ONCEUPONAVINE.US

4009 MacArthur Ave 
(804)726-9463 

www.onceuponavine.us 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    We would like to thank you for your     

        Continued loyal support! 

 

 

Join us on September 17 th for the 

Bellevue Civic Assoc. Annual Raffle 

on our side parking lot. Lots of 

fun!!! Check your Times calendar 

for the time 

Check out all our great 
Specials on Wine and 

Beer, and large selection 
of Roses. Check them out 
on our “NEW” website                

WWW.ONCEUPONAVINE.us 

Check our web-site for times of events

TOP SELLER IN

CORBY HICKS
804.937.7540
corby@reRVA.com

reRVA.com/Northside
your guide to the Northside 

www.EmmanuelRichmond.org
facebook.com/emmanuelbrookhill

Emmanuel Episcopal ChurchEmmanuel Episcopal ChurchEmmanuel Episcopal ChurchEmmanuel Episcopal Church
at Brook Hill Welcomes Youat Brook Hill Welcomes Youat Brook Hill Welcomes Youat Brook Hill Welcomes You

No matter where you come from 
no matter what you believe 

you are welcome into this space.
Sunday Services 8:00 and10:00 am 

Nursery available 9:45 - 11:15
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PRESIDENT David Lydiard president@bellevueweb.org 804.266.4146

VICE PRESIDENT Zak Saul vicepresident@bellevueweb.org 804.833.5402

SECRETARY Margaret Hutchison secretary@bellevueweb.org 804.986.3259

TREASURER Matt Howells treasurer@bellevueweb.org 617.947.2550

AD MANAGER Breanna Detwiler admanager@bellevueweb.org

BEAUTIFY BELLEVUE VACANT beautifybellevue@bellevueweb.org

CO-WEBSITE ADMIN. Mike LaBelle websiteadmin@bellevueweb.org 804.690.3242

CO-WEBSITE ADMIN. John Roberts johngoode3rd@verizon.net 804.553.1372

GARDEN WALK Maryann Cox gardenwalk@bellevueweb.org

HOSPITALITY CHAIR VACANT hospitality@bellevueweb.org

MEMBERSHIP Joyce Foster membership@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION VACANT newsletterdistribution@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Joe Sanderson newsletter@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER DESIGNER Justin Vaughan design@bellevueweb.org

POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY) 804.646.5100

POLICE-SECTOR 412 Robert Fleming robert.fleming@richmondgov.com

SANDWICH SIGNS Paul Quel infosigns@bellevueweb.org

SECURITY PATROL Jerry DeVoss patrol@bellevueweb.org 804.262.7427

SOCIAL EVENTS VACANT socialevents@bellevueweb.org

SOCIAL MEDIA VACANT socialmedia@bellevueweb.org

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION - OFFICERS STAY 
CONNECTED

@bellevuerva

facebook.com/
BellevueRVA

bellevuerva

B C A  I N D E X

ADVERTISE WITH US!

*Cost Per Issue. There is a 20% discount for purchasing  
four ads per calendar year (in advance). Please Contact  

admanager@bellevueweb.org to place your ad.

BACK PAGE
7.775” W x 10.375” H

$250*
—OR—

FULL PAGE
7.775” W x 10.125” H

$170*
1/2 Horizontal*
7” W x 4.625” H

$85*

1/4
VERTICAL
3.375” W x 
4.625” H

$55*
1/8  

HORIZONTAL
3.375” W x 2.225” H

$30*

Canine Adventure ..........................11
Classic Touch Cleaning .................11
Corby Hicks ......................................5 
David J. Lydiard .............................C4
Decatur’s Garage ..........................9
Demi’s ................................................7
DeVoss Auto .....................................15
Dots Back Inn ..................................7
Emmanuel Episcopal Church .....5
Forti Insurance Agency ................13
Hollister Properties .......................7
Joan Peaslee Real Estate ..........C2
Linchpin Real Estate Group .......C3
LJ Zapar ...........................................9
Monument Family Dentistry .......15
Mow Hawks ......................................11
The New Community School.......19
Northside Painters Studio ..........15
Once Upon A Vine ..........................5
Restoration Carpentry, LLC .......13
Rich’s Stiches Inc ............................13
Root Down Tree Management ...19
Siewers ..............................................13
Root Down Tree Management ...15
Westminster Canterbury ............15

ADVERTISERS INDEX

bellevueweb.org
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Proven sales record since 2001

I have expertise in Market Valuations, Negotiations, Advertising, Home
Staging, Inspections, Appraisals, Investing & Mortgage Financing.

Chris Hollister REALTOR®
Hollister Properties
5407 Patterson Ave., Suite 101
Richmond, VA 23226

804.240.9415
chris@hollistersales.com

www.HollisterSales.com

Thinking about selling your 
home in Bellevue?

Contact me for a 
FREE market analysis.

BELLEVUE SECURITY PATROL

Mail to:
Jerry Devoss, 1310 Claremont Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227

You may also call Jerry at 539-3999 (M); 262-7424 (H);  
278-8990 (W); or email: devossauto@aol.com

NAME

STREET  
ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL

I would like to join the Driving Patrol and have 
on of the following days/times assigned to me:

I would like to join the Walking/Biking Patrol
I would like to join the Dog Walking Patrol
I would like to be contacted with more info

Please locate a partner for me (driving patrol only)
My patrol partner will be:

NAME

STREET  
ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL

If you have an interest in a donation of time that contributes  
to the safety of our neighborhood, please see below:



B E L L E V U E  T I M E S   |   O C T  /  N O V  /  D E C  2 0 1 98

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

Save the date: April 26, 2020 from 1:00-5:00pm! As our 
gardens turn dormant for the winter, the Garden Walk 
committee is busy planning next year’s spring event. 
Thanks to our neighbors who recently volunteered to join 
the committee and help our core members continue this 
30 year old tradition. For 2020, we are going to try again to 
focus on one area of Bellevue & will be looking for gardens 
in the south section between Laburnum and Bellevue. 
(Don’t worry if you’re north of Bellevue- 2021 will spotlight 
your part of the neighborhood!) The Bellevue we enjoy is 
an interesting and diverse neighborhood and so are our 
gardens. One past Garden Walk participant stated, she had 
no idea why anyone wanted to see her yard yet it ended 
up being one of the most fun, talked about gardens on the 
Walk. In addition, the groundwork was laid for a lovely 
outdoor space for the rest of the summer. Please get in 
touch with our Garden Recruitment coordinator, April 
Straus at aprilstraus@me.com if you would like to partic-
ipate in the Garden Walk or have seen a garden near you 
that would be an asset to the Walk.

As our Bellevue Garden Walk has evolved through the 
years, we are in search of neighborhood artists to display 
their talents in the participating gardens. You certainly 
don’t have to be a professional for others to enjoy viewing 
your creation whether it’s painting, sculpture ,fabric, 
pottery or other works of art. If you or someone you know 
possesses a creative touch, contact our Artist coordinator, 
Jean Hollings at hollingsjean@gmail.com.

Although we were delayed, we’re still planning some 
type of celebration to honor those who have partici-
pated & kept the Garden Walk going for 30 years. Look 
for more information in coming months via email, 
the Bellevue website (Bellevueweb.org), Bellevue Civic 
Association Facebook page and other social media sites. 
In the meantime, get in touch with co-chairs Jill Krohn 
(jillywilly2uall@yahoo.com) or Jo Murphy (jojosmurph@
gmail.com) to join the Garden Walk committee to help 
plan this premier neighborhood event and build a sense 
of community.

GARDEN WALK 
Sharing our  Beautiful Neighborhood

PHOTOS BY DAVID LYDIARD



B E L L E V U E W E B . O R G 9

THE MEDIAN SALES PRICE IN THE 
CENTRAL VIRGINIA REGION  ROSE 
$15,000 FROM LAST YEAR, THE 
LARGEST INCREASE IN TWO YEARS.
Find out the value of your home today!
Data Compiled From Central Virginia Regional MLS
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C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

As we all know, Bellevue enjoys a reputation as a wonderful walking 
neighborhood.  From the trees, to the architecture, to friends, there is 
always something to see. On any given day, there are folks strolling about, 
running, riding, or walking their dogs. However, the one thing we are 
missing are places to take a break from the above; a safe, central place to sit 
and rest and relax.  

However, earlier this year we discovered an excellent location for such 
a place. A good-sized triangular piece of the Northwest corner of Bellevue 
& Fauquier is actually unused 
city property. Currently, you’ll 
see leaves, overgrown weeds, and 
bare soil here.  We have asked 
the city for permission to create a 
neighborhood respite space there. 
Our proposal to the BCA member-
ship is to have the space finished 
with a border, pavers, and a 2’ tall 
semi-circular sitting wall at the 
back. Benches could be added later, 
if desired. The BCA had an elm 
tree planted last Fall that would be 
centered behind the sitting wall and 
would provide a beautiful visual 
anchor and shade in the summer.

Our association is committed 
to improving our neighborhood 
through projects and initiatives that benefit as many people as possible. In 
the past we have purchased hundreds of trees to replace our aging urban 
canopy, organized an annual mulch day to help keep up bordering flower-
beds, and sponsored an annual neighborhood cleanup.

After having two contractors bid on this, we received a bid of $6800 from 
My New Project LLC. This firm has done a number of projects in Bellevue 
and was highly recommended by several neighbors. Thanks to good money 
management and collecting past due receivables we have more than enough 
to comfortably finance this complementary and worthwhile project.

Come out to our December 3rd BCA Membership meeting at Holton 
Elementary and support this endeavor.

Neighbors,

David J. Lydiard, 
President of the Bellevue Civic Association

BELLEVUE & FAUQUIER PROJECT
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Reserve your spot today at
LeafCleanupRichmond.com

Hiring MowHawks is
Raking leaves is 

Raking Leaves is

Hiring MowHawks is

HOUSECLEANING: //verb
   MAKING TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS
       www.classictouchcleaning.com

Or…MEET ME AT THE PAINTING CLASS
1229
BELLEVUE 
AVENUE
TEACHING 
PAINTING AT 
ALL LEVELS
TO ADULTS.
CALL:
564-6979 
TO REGISTER

www.thepaintingclass.com

HOUSECLEANING: //verb
   MAKING TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS
       www.classictouchcleaning.com

Or…MEET ME AT THE PAINTING CLASS
1229
BELLEVUE 
AVENUE
TEACHING 
PAINTING AT 
ALL LEVELS
TO ADULTS.
CALL:
564-6979 
TO REGISTER

www.thepaintingclass.com

HOUSECLEANING: //verb
   MAKING TIME FOR WHAT MATTERS
       www.classictouchcleaning.com

Or…MEET ME AT THE PAINTING CLASS
1229
BELLEVUE 
AVENUE
TEACHING 
PAINTING AT 
ALL LEVELS
TO ADULTS.
CALL:
564-6979 
TO REGISTER

www.thepaintingclass.com

www.thepaintingclass.com

Or...Meet me at � e Painting Class

1229 Bellevue Ave.

Teaching 
painting at all 

levels to adults.

Call 564-6979 
to register

www.classictouchcleaning.com

Call Brenda at
804.262.6979 or
804.262.5666

What did your  
dog do today?

www.canineadventure.net
855-DOG-HIKE
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reetings friends and families! One of the many 
wondrous and challenging parts of working in the 

gardens is the weather. If you remember just last fall 
we had been inundated by incessant rains and menaced 
by tornadoes that closed school. This September saw 
record-breaking high temperatures and entry into a 
moderate drought. Fortunately we have Kate Lainhart 
as our garden educator to lead us onward. She is very 
experienced in adapting plants to weather conditions 
having worked several years on farms, at green grocers 
and at our school gardens under the tutelage of our past 
garden educator, Patrick Wildermann. Kate is already 
loved by students and sta¯ alike. Let’s see what she 
reports from her first weeks!

The first garden session* of the year, all classes sat 
under the big sycamore tree while we talked about special 
garden memories or something we are looking forward to 
doing this year. We also discussed garden rules and toured 
the orchard, butterfly garden and raised beds. Almost 
every class got to try our very sour American plums.

The second session included a study on plant parts. 
All grade levels talked about the parts of the plant and 
their functions by working in the garden and playing a 
plant parts sorting game. Most classes pulled boltonia 
plants out of the butterfly garden. Bonus! Plants were 
used as hands on study guides for plant parts while being 
removed from areas they ‘invaded’. 

Kindergarten to second grade harvested green cherry 

tomatoes, dried black-eyed peas and sweet potatoes. The 
weigh-in for the sweet potatoes came to 75 lbs! The third 
graders shelled dried black-eyed peas or prepped raised 
beds for planting. The 4th and 5th grade classes helped 
the garden by mixing the compost and prepping beds. All 
classes tried watermelon that grew in our garden!

Session three was all about compost! We have started 
sorting our waste in the cafeteria into trash and compost. 
This way we can reduce the amount of trash we send 
to the landfill and create nutrient rich compost for our 
school garden. All grades played a sorting game to help 
identify what goes into the compost and what goes into 
the trash. The 3rd, 4th and 5th graders discussed the 
di¯erences between producers, consumers and decom-
posers and the importance they play in the energy cycle. 
All students then got to explore our very own compost. 
We found food scraps, leaves, sticks, seeds and lots of 
decomposers! The soldier fly larva, red wiggler worms 
and earwigs are plentiful. This lesson helped teach 
the local and global importance of composting and it 
increased the students comfort level when working  
with compost.

Compost supports the garden beds and the newly 
formed sustainability group and the cafeteria sort2save 
program. We might need to build more compost bins if 
this is a success! —Susanna Ra�enot
______________________________________________________

*Sessions are the two week period during which all classes go out

C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

G

GREETINGS FROM THE DANDELION
Linwood Holton Elementary School’s learning garden
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R I C H M O N D  M A R A T H O N  P H O T O S

THANK YOU 2019 RICHMOND MARATHON RUNNERS  
AND POPE AVE. WATER STOP VOLUNTEERS 

PHOTOS BY DAVID LYDIARD AND JAY PAUL
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NORTHSIDE PAINTERS STUDIO SALE 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 from 9-3:30  

1229 Bellevue Avenue 
Original Paintings Reduced for One Day Only! 

Artists:  Brenda Stankus  Darlene Marschak    
Anne Argenzio  Elizabeth Barrett  Randi Hill 
Cherene McCall  Mary West  Charlie King AND MORE  

Many UNDER $100!  Cash or check 
Visit our store window display of sample paintings! 
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et a head start on the holidays! Come out and join 
us for the 15th annual Christmas on MacArthur 

to benefit Toys for Tots and sponsored and organized 
by the Bellevue Merchants Association. It will be a 
day of family fun with loads of vendors o¯ering their 
handmade arts and crafts and live music. The event 
runs from 11 am to 4 pm on Saturday, December 14, with 
the parade running from 11 am til noon, live music from 
noon til 3 pm and vendors all day.

We had a fantastic event in 2018, one of our 
largest ever. Once Upon a Vine owner Bob 
Kocher started this event 15 years ago and the 
event has grown to become one of the largest 

neighborhood events in Richmond.
Christmas on MacArthur kicks 

o¯ with Santa being pulled in a 
custom sleigh down the center of the 
4000 block of MacArthur Avenue. 

Richmond’s own Bill Bevins and 
WTVR CBS 6’s Jessica Noll will be 
the Grand Marshalls and emcees 
the parade. Participants include 
ACCA Shriners, students  
of Holton Elementary, John 
Marshall High School marching 
band, Richmond police includ-
ing the mounted and K-9 units, 
U.S. Marines, Boy Scouts and Cub 
Scouts, Franklin Military Academy 
with about 120 cadets which will 
include the honor guard with 
standard bearers of all fifty states 
and many more participants.

There will also be antique 
& hot rod cars and trucks, The 
Mobile Emergency command 
center and static displays from 
Richmond Fire and Police Depart-
ments, Virginia State Police and 
the Department of Emergency 
management. Richmond Flying 
Squirrels baseball mascot Nutzy 
will be in attendance as well as 
magician and juggler Jonathan 

Austin to entertain the kids.
This year live music is starting directly after the 

parade from The Neons (12:15-12:30); Amy Henderson 
(12:45 to 1:15); Sun Against Artemis (1:30 to 2:00); and  
The Melbays (2:15 to 2:45).

Please bring an unwrapped new toy for the toy drive. 
In 2016, we collected well over 3,700 toys and are trying to 
break that record this year. –Mike LaBelle

G

15TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS ON MACARTHUR
Saturday,  

December 14, 2019  
10 AM – 3 PM

4000 block of 
MacArthur Avenue

Parade: 11 am-Noon  
Music: Noon-3 pm  

Vendors & Santa: All Day

THE 15TH ANNUAL  
CHRISTMAS ON MACARTHUR

PHOTOS BY JUSTIN VAUGHAN



B E L L E V U E W E B . O R G 17

H O L I D A Y  H A P P E N I N G S

• Only residents of Bellevue are eligible.  
Bellevue: bounded by Brook, Westbrook, Hermitage, and Laburnum.

• Participants must email their name and address to  
president@bellevueweb.org by December 9th in order to make  
the judge’s ballot. You may also nominate a neighbor’s house.

• Entry fee: Bellevue Civic Association members are free.  
Non-members are $15 (pays 2019 membership dues)

2018 BELLEVUE “LIGHT UP THE ‘HOOD”  
CHALLENGE GUIDELINES

* Category winners from last year are ineligible to win in the same category in 2019.

Judging will take place the week of December 16th, with the winning 
homes being announced the 20th via our website www.bellevueweb.org, 

Facebook, Yahoo group, and Bellevue Next Door. Participants agree to allow 
their displays and/or awards to be shared via online media and in the BCA 

newsletter. Winning homes will also have a yard sign.

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
This award recognizes the most 
“traditional” Christmas display. 

Judges will be using the following 
guidelines: Use of traditional  
holiday décor items such as 

wreaths, bows, holly, candles, subtle 
lighting, outdoor Christmas trees, 
flock, poinsettias, etc. No blowup 

figures are considered traditional. 
$100 prize

OH, CHRISTMAS TREE… 
This is for the most festive,  

best decorated single tree in the 
yard. It could be an oak, holly,  

poplar, elm, magnolia, etc. 
$50 prize

4X BEST DOORS IN BELLEVUE
Realizing that not everyone has the 

energy or wherewithal to put up  
a light display, we decided to scale 
it down and recognize four homes 

with the most festive holiday  
spirit on their front door!

Prize: $25 Bellevue gift certificates

AWARDS

ANYTHING GOES
No specific theme. For 

the most out-of-the-box, 
unique display. 

$100 prize



ne of the most profound food moments of my life 
came from learning  the history of the apple. That’s 

right- the humble apple. Until then, I really had never 
given apples much thought.  They were a staple of my 
lunchbox and not much else. And no wonder, the apple of 
my childhood was the mealy and bitter Red Delicious. I am 
not sure why those became such a popular variety- maybe 
because of their perfect red color and Platonic ideal of an 
apple shape. But they left a lot to be desired on the flavor 
and texture front, (as I am sure you remember.)

Fast forward to my post- college years, when I read a 
book that totally changed the direction of my life- ‘The 
Botany of Desire’ by Michael Pollan. That book gives us 
the history of man’s search for sweetness through the 
history of the apple. Super nerdy, but fascinating stu¯! 
Did you know that apples only come true from grafting 
one tree onto another’s rootstock?  If you plant an apple 
seed, you are basically planting a whole new variety. Most 

apple varieties are good for making hard cider or feeding 
livestock, but not really for eating or cooking. The apples 
we see at farmers markets and at local orchards these 
days- the Honey crisps, the Empires, the Braeburns and 
the Piney River Golds-  are precious discoveries, each one 
propagated from a single tree of the same variety, each 
variety genetically identical to those that share its name.

Apples have spread the world as humans traveled it. 
Apples originated in central Asia, and are now enjoyed on 
most continents, Johnny Appleseed (John Chapman) was 
a real man, and thanks to his abundant plantings across 
America, we now have many great cider and eating apples 
today. Virginia has a great climate for growing apples- 
especially in higher elevations. If you want to plant an 
apple tree in your yard, make sure you know the pollina-
tion requirements of the variety you choose. Some are self 
pollinating and some require a specific variety to aid in 
pollination. Maintenance usually involves fall pruning and 
periodic scanning for diseases.  Early fall is the ideal time 
for planting, so start planning now for planting next year.

The best gift an apple brings is in eating them! I am 
sure you have already a favorite apple pie or cake or crisp 
recipe, so I wanted to give you something a little di¯erent.  
I love this soup- it makes such a warming, comforting 
meal! Use Piney River Gold or Gold Rush apples- they are 
the perfect blend of tart and sweet, adding another layer to 
this warming winter soup. 
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R E C I P E

If you are roasting the squash, split each one in half, scoop 
out the seeds, and roast at 375 degrees for 30 minutes, or 
until the skin gives easily when pressed. Let cool, and peel. 
Coarsely chop.

Heat two tablespoons butter over high heat. Add the black 
mustard seed, whole cumin seed and saute for a few minutes, 
then turn heat down and add the coarsely chopped medium 
sized yellow onion.

Saute on medium heat until onions are translucent. Add the 
peeled and coarsely chopped medium apples, grated ginger 
root and curry powder.

Saute on medium heat for a few minutes to incorporate the 
spices into the squash, and (You definitely want to stop and 
smell the soup at this point- mmmm!)

Add the 4 cups broth. Let gently boil until veggies are soft, 
about 15 minutes. Puree, adding the 1 cup of cream. Serve 
with plain yogurt and cilantro.

CURRIED APPLE AND KABOCHA SQUASH SOUP
(Serves 4)

2 medium kabocha (or butternut) squash

2 tablespoons butter

1 tablespoons black mustard seed

1 teaspoon whole cumin seed

2 medium sized yellow onions, coarsely chopped

2 medium apples, peeled and coarsely chopped

1 tablespoons grated ginger root

2 tablespoons curry powder

4 cups broth

Ingredients

✁

By Erin Wright
Proprietor of Little House Green Grocery

EAT THIS NOW: APPLES

O

Instructions
You can either peel and seed the kabocha or squash 
raw, then add to the saute at the same time as you 
add the apples, or you can roast them before hand 
and add after the apples are soft. (I prefer the latter)
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The New Community School
empowering bright minds who think & learn differently

4211 Hermitage Road  |  tncs.org  |  info@tncs.org  |  804.266.2494  

• Grades 5-12   

• Customized, College-Prep Curriculum

• 3:1 Student/Teacher Ratio  

• Fostering Academic & Personal Strengths

• Igniting the Passions of Students with 
   Dyslexia & Related Learning Differences

–Tree pruning
–Ornamental Pruning
–Tree Removal

Contact Us To Book Your Consultation: 804-385-8974
www.rootdowntreemanagement.com

Professional & Eco-Friendly Tree Care

Your Neighborhood Arborist
Licensed & Insured

–Tree Planting
–Insect & Disease
–Consulting



hat’s the saying? Someone’s trash is another’s 
treasure? At least for me, that theory holds. I love 

thrift stores. The thought of an item having another life 
that I’m continuing on its journey is something I love – 
clothes, household items, you name it. But through the 
years, I’ve accumulated a lot of stu .̄ When I moved to 
Boston, I left most of my stu¯ in storage – not only furni-
ture, but household items, and not once did I miss them. 
When I moved back to Richmond to fill back up my house 
with all that was in storage; I felt overwhelmed. I didn’t 
need it.

Marie Kondo, a famous Japanese professional organizer 
and author, would say if it doesn’t bring you joy then get 
rid of it. Ok, I get it, but this doesn’t work for everything. For 
instance, none of my mugs bring me joy, but if I want tea, 
it makes it hard to enjoy it if said mugs don’t exist. I love 
entertaining, so the thought of not being able to have multi-
ple mugs available when the sta¯ of True North and other 
friends come over is a sad, sad thought. Are we all going to 
share one mug? That won’t fly, especially if someone is sick. 
So, what is the happy medium?

Not giving up things you don’t need any more is beyond 
being sentimental. At its core, Marie Kondo would say 
you’re stuck in the past, but it may be more than just that. 
An article published in the Journal of Consumer Psychology 

found that the hardship about getting rid of stu¯ is tied to 
self-worth, so instead of thinking those objects as “mine,” 
we actually think of those items as “me.”

With all of this said, the question is, why get rid of your 
stu¯? Neuroscientists at Princeton University discovered 
when looking at people’s task performance in an organized 
versus disorganized environment, being surrounded by 
clutter competes for our attention; this results in increased 
stress and decreased performance. In addition, Dr. Thomas 
Gilovich, a psychology professor at Cornell University, 
found that over time experiences versus stu¯ makes us 
happier.

This is why there are meet-up groups and a whole 
movement (think HGTV Tiny House) about downsizing, 
minimizing, capsule wardrobes, and prioritizing where 
money is spent. So, as we come into the colder months 
where we find ourselves inside more, think about what 
noise is around you that can be cleaned out. And as you are 
spending this cold season plotting your next expenditure, 
maybe that camping or overseas trip would be a better use 
of funds over that expensive new car! 
______________________________________________________
If you have a topic you’d like us to cover, please reach out to 
truenorthrva@gmail.com. We’ll do our best to cover topics 
pertinent to the neighborhood.

W
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STUFF & THINGS
By Aliza Sterling

Owner, True North Yoga & Wellness



Catherine Gilmer
REALTOR®
804.338.5397

Amy Tesauro
Associate Broker
804.467.1881

Erin King
Director of Operations
804.292.0852

linchpin@linchpinrealestate.com
6806 Paragon Pl, Ste 300, Richmond, VA 23230

Why Choose the Team Approach?
At Linchpin, we know that buying or selling a home can
be one of the most important times of a person's life.
Our goal is to take on as much of the work as possible
to allow you a clear path to your next adventure. We
believe that our individual strengths along with our 30
years of combined real estate experience can deliver
the best results from beginning to end.  
 

In the last year, we have helped 72 families reach their
real estate goals. Let us put our team to work for you.



Bellevue Real Estate Report 
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 SOLD   BR Baths Rms SqFt Price Sold Price Approx. 
Days 

 1219 Claremont Ave 2 1.0 6 840 $249,950 $241,750 8 
 1207 Windsor Ave 3 1.0 7 1,014 $239,950 $245,000 7 
 4016 Newport Dr 2 1.1 6 1,294 $260,000 $260,000 20 
 1312 Amherst Ave 2 1.0 6 893 $250,000 $263,500 4 
 1407 Nottoway Ave 2 1.0 8 1,199 $275,000 $286,153 5 
 4029 Mount Vernon St 2 1.1 5 1,138 $310,000 $310,000 2 
 1305 Nottoway Ave 3 1.1 7 1,542 $312,500 $312,500 7 
 3957 Fauquier Ave 3 1.1 7 1,358 $319,950 $319,950 16 
 4014 Clinton Ave 3 1.1 8 1,574 $330,000 $330,000 47 
 1227 Windsor Ave 3 1.1 5 1,525 $324,950 $325,000 4 
 1412 Lorraine Ave 2 2.1 8 1,700 $340,000 $340,000 8 
 1422 Claremont Ave 4 1.1 8 1,704 $315,000 $350,000 4 
 1214 Bellevue Ave 4 1.1 8 1,550 $352,500 $360,000 4 
 4005 Fauquier Ave 3 1.1 7 1,512 $350,000 $395,000 5 
 4023 Clinton Ave 3 2.0 9 1,960 $387,000 $402,000 8 
 1516 Greycourt Ave 3 2.1 8 2,464 $515,000 $510,000 7 
 3903 Fauquier Ave 4 3.1 6 2,912 $650,000 $650,000 0 
 1505 Confederate Ave 4 2.2 10 2,250 $658,500 $658,500 4 
 1413 Wilmington Ave 3 3.0 7 2,774 $725,000 $725,000 2 
        
 07-26-19 thru 11-12-19     (previous 22) AVG. 8 

David j Lydiard 
“Your Northside Realtor & Neighbor” 

DLremax@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office: 521-5618 
Fax:     521-5638 




