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Happy New Year to all! I am looking forward 
to serving as your BCA for this term and look 
forward to working with everyone towards making Bellevue an 
even more wonderful place to live and work. Also, a big thank 
you to Kim Bolton for her service as your BCA President in 2018!

 Last quarter was filled with fun things to do. November’s 
Richmond Marathon enjoyed good weather and great atten-
dance as it wound through Northside and down scenic Pope 
Avenue. Thanks to the many folks who volunteered to man 
our Pope Avenue Water Stop.

 The annual Christmas on MacArthur parade was back 
in all its glory after last year’s cancellation due to snow. 
Many thanks to all those with the Bellevue Merchants 
Association whose long hours of work make this event so 
popular across the city.

 Our 3rd annual Light Up the ‘Hood Challenge continues 
the “bigger and better” theme. You probably noticed the 
many new participants in this fun event. Thank you to the 
neighbors who put so many hours into their displays!

Membership - Two key ingredients in any successful 
association are the M&M’s, Manpower and Money. While we 
have had decent success finding volunteers for our events, 
we have been far less successful getting our neighbors to 
support the BCA by paying our annual $15 dues. Last year we 
had about 1 out of 5 join up. Our goal is to have 200 members 
by the end of March and 400 by year end. If you haven’t 
already, I ask that you please consider becoming a 2019 BCA 
member today. By doing this NOW, today, you help us plan 
for the coming year more accurately.

Help make a difference,

Friends and Neighbors,
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of Bellevue residents and  

businesses. It is delivered to all 
home and business addresses in 

the Bellevue neighborhood.
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Spring: May

Summer: August
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Winter: February

Delivery Date: The BCA Newsletter 
is distributed 1 to 4 weeks ahead  

of the next scheduled general 
meeting of the BCA.

Editorial Policy: We welcome 
your submissions about upcoming 

events and items of interest to 
residents and/or businesses in 
Bellevue. Submissions are best 

forwarded electronically to 
newsletter@bellevueweb.org.  

You may also mail them to: 

Newsletter Editor, BCA
PO Box 15623

Richmond, VA 23227

Be sure to include your name 
and preferred method of contact 

(phone/email). We reserve the  
right to edit and/or not publish  

any submissions.
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The meeting began at approximately 6:30 pm.

• President, Kim Bolton, called the meeting to order 
and informed the membership that the meeting would 
be streamlined to accommodate the school’s request 
to vacate the building by 7:30 PM. Speakers would be 
limited to 5 minutes. 
• The minutes of our September 18, 2018 meeting 
were approved. Approximately 35 people, including 28 
members, were in attendance.
• Matt Howells, Treasurer, reported our banking account 
$15,797.16. A financial overview of 2018 expenditures 
and 2019 expected expenditures will be included in the 
first newsletter of 2019. 

 NEW BUSINESS

 -  Voting on By-laws
 -  Notice of Revision: A recommendation to  

revise the By-laws was discussed at the 1st,  
2nd and 3rd membership meetings of 2018.  
The revised By-laws were published in the  
Jul/Aug/Sep issue of the Bellevue Times which 
was distributed in early August and included a 
notice of the upcoming vote at the November 20th 
(4th quarter) meeting. Additionally, the revised 
By-laws and current By-laws were published on 
the BCA website.

 -  Procedure: Members checked in with the 
Treasurer to confirm current member status and 
were given a ballot. The ballot called for a simple 
up or down vote: Approval of the revised Bellevue 
Civic Association By-laws. Yes or No.

 -  Motion to Delay Vote: Leah Blachman proposed 
that the vote be tabled until the next membership 
meeting because the board did not allow time for 
a discussion of the revision during the meeting. The 
board felt that ample notification and publication 
of the revision had been given and wished to 
proceed as planned with the vote. Leah made a 
motion to table the vote until the February 2019 
membership meeting. Kat Stoneman seconded 
the motion. A vote on the motion to delay the 
By-Laws vote was taken. Results were as follows: 
11 members voted to delay the vote until February 
2019 and 15 members voted to hold the vote as 
planned. 4 members abstained from voting on the 
motion. With a majority in favor of proceeding with 
the By-laws vote, the membership voted.

 -  Outcome: Ballots were counted by Bob Almond 
and Margaret Hutchison at the end of the meeting 
while members were present. Results were as 
follows: 25 Yes votes; 2 No votes; and 1 abstain. 
The revision to the By-laws was approved by the 
membership.

 -  Nomination and vote for President and Vice 
President Board positions. Bob Almond, head of 
the Nominating Committee presented the slate of 
new officers. 

 -  David Lydiard, current Vice President, to serve as 
President in 2019.

 -  Zak Saul to serve as Vice President in 2019.
 -  Bob noted that Matt Howells, Treasurer, and 

Margaret Hutchison, Secretary, would continue on 
for another year in these positions.

 -  Bob called for nominations from the floor. No 
nominations were put forward by the members 
present.

 -  Bob Almond called for election of the slate of 
officers by affirmation.

 -  The membership approved David Lydiard as 
President and Zak Saul as Vice President for the 
one year terms, which will begin in January 2019. 
Matt Howells and Margaret Hutchison will serve 
their second one year terms in 2019.

 COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 -  Membership Update: Jo Murphy reported for 
Joyce Foster. Membership is currently at 250 
members. 

 -  Volunteers Needed: Kim Bolton thanked outgoing 
committee chairs for their service and urged 
members to consider filling these open positions:

 -  Volunteer Coordinator – Open
 -  Hospitality Coordinator – Kat Stoneman is 

stepping down at the end of 2018.
 -  Beautify Bellevue – Jess Aber is stepping down at 

the end of 2018. 
 -  Newsletter Distribution Coordinator – Kim Bolton 

will continue in the role of coordinator but needs 
volunteers to deliver the newsletter for two 
streets.

 SPEAKERS: 

 -  Lt. Robert Flemings, Richmond Police 
Department: Neighborhood Crime Report. Lt. 
Roberts reported on a B&E on Crestwood (stolen 

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION FALL MEETING
November 20, 2018 – Holton Elementary School
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TV); three car break-ins (stolen laptop & charger); 
and two stolen cars (with keys inside) and a UPS 
package stolen from a porch. Members were 
urged to always lock cars and leave valuables out 
of sight. While schools are out for the holidays, 
curfew begins at 11PM for anyone under the age 
of 18. If you see kids out on the street past 11PM 
you should report it. Lt. Fleming also urged the 
membership to read his newsletter on NextDoor.

 -  Chris Hilbert, City Councilman: Mr. Hilbert 
reported City Council has requested details on 
the Navy Hill project being proposed to rebuild 
the Richmond Coliseum, add hotels, and create a 
special tax zone in portions of the downtown area. 
The Council will carefully review the proposal. 
Approval will require a Yes vote from seven 
members (a Super Majority). On a second topic, 
one member asked about the status of the Brook 
Road bike lanes. Mr. Hilbert reported that another 
study of traffic impacts has been requested which 
will include the 301 apartments currently under 
construction on Brook Road and an additional 
224 units that will soon be built on Brook Road 
near the Post Office. A second member asked 
if construction on the bike lanes did not start in 
December, would we lose Federal Funding. Mr. 
Hilbert was not able to address this question.

 -  Max Hepp-Buchanan and Rodney Poole, 
Richmond 300 Planning Commission: Mr. Full 
reported that the Richmond 300 Plan is a look at 
where planners and citizens envision the city to 
be in 2037 which is the 300th anniversary of the 
founding of Richmond City. In June of 2020 the 
City Council will vote on a new Master Plan which 
is called the Richmond 300. Detail information 
on the Richmond 300 process and opportunities 
for the community to provide input can be found 
on this website: Richmond300.com. The Insights 
Report, found under the Resource tab, provides 
an excellent good overview of the process. BCA 
members were urged to attend meetings and 
server as ambassadors. 

 -  Theresa Johnson, Director of Northside YMCA: 
Reported that the YMCA facility will complete a $5 
Million construction renovation in mid-December. 
Programs have been expanded across all age 
groups. She encouraged the membership to drop 
in and see the enhancements to the facility. Bill 

Leipis briefed the BCA on a new Active Adult 
program that will begin in January. The program 
has a dual purpose. It aims to help seniors age 
strong and stay connected in the community. 

 -  Bobby Vincent, Director of Public Works: Mr. 
Vincent acknowledged awareness that many 
homeowners are experiencing drainage issues 
in Bellevue. Members were asked to report any 
drainage issues (drainage backups and clogged 
drains) directly to him at Bobby.Vincent@
richmondgov.com. Mr. Vincent will schedule a team 
to conduct a dye test to determine the source of 
the drainage problem which could be incorrectly 
connected sump pumps. Mr. Vincent also reported 
that paving of Bellevue streets will begin the 
week of November 26th. A method of melting the 
asphalt and then applying asphalt slurry over the 
roadway will be used for most streets.

 -  Bill Thomas: Introduced himself as the developer 
of the Old Bellevue Theatre that is located 
on MacArthur Avenue. Mark Wagoner for the 
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) provided 
handouts of tax credits that can be obtained 
when properties qualify for Virginia’s Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit program. Due to time 
constraints of the meeting, Mr. Wagoner would like 
to address the BCA in more depth on this subject 
next year.

 MEMBERSHIP DRAWING 

  -  We closed out the meeting with a random 
drawing of member names for a gift certificate 
to a Bellevue restaurant. Bill Thomas, one of our 
newest members won the drawing. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Our next meeting is scheduled for February 19th, 2019. Our 
meeting location is expected to change in 2019 to the Ginter 
Park Library. This has not been finalized, so look for notifi-
cation in the next Bellevue Times issue, and on our website 
in January.

Respectfully submitted by,

Margaret Hutchison, Secretary

B C A  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S
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BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION 2019
Membership Application

NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY/ STATE / ZIP

EMAIL

PHONE

Please note other skills or interests you would like to share with us:

Questions or comments?

Annual Dues are $15 per household per calendar year

DUES

OPTIONAL DONATION: Help support activities such as 
neighborhood beautification, clean up, yard sale, food 
drive, signage, website garden walk and security patrol

TOTAL AMOUNT

$

$

$

Return this completed 
form along with your 

check payable to ‘Bellevue 
Civic Association’ to:

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 15623

RICHMOND, VA 23227

Visit our website at:
WWW.BELLEVUEWEB.ORG/

MEMBERSHIP

and join via Paypal

OR

BEAUTIFY 
BELLEVUE

FUNDRAISING

GARDEN 
WALK

PROGRAMS 
& EVENTS

SECURITY PATROL

YARD SALE

OTHER

Please circle your interests in serving and helping our community

It’s time to join for 2019! 

Thanks to 55 of our Bellevue  
neighbors who have already submitted 

their application. Those of you who 
have not had the time to join or renew 

yet, please check out our website  
www.bellevueweb.org, select  

Membership, and join via PayPal

OR

Fill out the Membership Application 
(right) and mail it to the address noted, 

along with your donation.

AND, GUESS WHAT? 
IT ONLY COSTS $15!

Quarterly Membership Meetings  
are always held on the third  

Tuesday of the following months:

 February 19  
Ginter Park Library

 May 21  
Location TBA

 August 20  
Location TBA

 November 19  
Location TBA

Meetings start at 6:30 PM.  
Come at 6:00 and join us for free pizza.

You’ll hear reports from the neigh-
borhood, special topic speakers and 
upcoming activities. Plus, you may  

meet some new neighbors.

Mark your calendars and we look 
forward to seeing you!

Joyce Foster
BCA Membership Chair

B C A  N E W S
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 Contribution:  One hour a month (at the time of your choosing), patrolling with a  partner 
around your Bellevue neighborhood, or participating in the Walker/Biker or Dog Walker 
patrol. 

 Benefits: 

 -  Provide crime deterrence through high-visibility patrols,  acting as extra      
  “eyes  and ears” for law enforcement 

 -  Further the partnership between the local police and our neighborhood 

 - Support your community by helping to keep it safer 

Please complete the following to indicate your interest in the Bellevue Security Patrol: 
____ I would like to join the Driving Patrol and have one of the following days/times assigned to me: 

____________________ 

____ I would like to join the Walking/Biking Patrol  

____ I would like to join the Dog Walkers Patrol 

____ I would like to be contacted and provided with additional information 

Telephone: ________________   Email: ________________________________  
Mail to Jerry DeVoss, 1310 Claremont Avenue, Richmond VA 23227      

(You may also call Jerry at 539-3999 (M); 262-7424 (h);   278-8990 (w) or email him at devossauto@aol.com.)                    

-you’ll get back more than what you put in! 

Most of us have had some opportunity, along life’s 
journey, to volunteer in some way or another, and I’m 
sure with various stories to tell? Good? Bad? Funny? 
Heartwarming?

Well, as BCA Membership Chair, I have often needed 
volunteers to assist in membership tasks, and, on the flip 
side, I often get requests from Board members for volun-
teers to help them with miscellaneous projects.

Obviously, groups like the Garden Walk, Security 
Patrol and the Sandwich Sign committee have estab-
lished volunteers that are involved throughout the year, 
but it sure would be great to have a “Volunteer Bank” 
where members can add their name to the list and agree 
to help as they are available!

I am a firm believer that this will strengthen our 
organization and it can only add thread to the weaving 
of our neighborhood, as neighbors get to know folks they 
only pass on the street. This has been my experience over 
the last 6 or 7 years that I have served as Membership 
Chair and I can’t imagine life without knowing the folks 
I have met!

So, if you are interested, even only for a once a year 
task, please let me know by emailing me at member-
ship@bellevueweb.org. I will add your name to a private 
list that will only be shared with the BCA Board. And I 
will be the one to reach out when needs arise. 

Joyce Foster
BCA Membership Chair

B C A  N E W S

WHY VOLUNTEER?
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Neighbors,
I hope everyone had a nice holiday season and is enjoying 
the transition into 2019! As discussed at our November 2018 
meeting, the Board wanted to provide a brief report of the 
BCA’s finances for the 2018 calendar year.

We began the 2018 calendar year with $13,476.54 in total 
available funds on hand (including funds in our check-
ing account and in PayPal). We ended the 2018 calendar 
year with $16,395.25 in total available funds on hand 
(including funds in our checking account and in PayPal), 
which includes more than 60 memberships for 2019 that 
were paid in advance by December 31, 2018. As in previ-
ous years, we also maintain a small rainy day fund for 
emergency purposes.

The BCA made several donations in 2018 to support 
several notable organizations and causes in our commu-
nity. We made a $500 donation to the Richmond Tree 
Stewards to recognize their efforts related to the planting 
of new trees throughout the neighborhood. As you may 
know, BCA members approved an expenditure in 2017 
to bring new trees to our streets, and the Tree Stewards 
worked closely with the City’s Urban Forestry Division 
to plan and implement this project. More than 150 new 
trees have been planted in Bellevue so far, and in fact this 
work is still ongoing – there were four new trees planted 
on my block of Nottoway just a couple of weeks ago! We 
made a $400 donation to Holton Elementary School for 
allowing us to use the library in 2017 and 2018, and to 
recognize the hard-working staff members that stayed 

late to help us out. We also made a $400 donation to the 
Richmond Symphony to support the Big Tent Community 
Festival, which brought music, food, and fun to Bryan 
Park last fall.

The BCA also participated in and supported a number 
of important and fun events in 2018. BCA volunteers 
manned our tent at the Holton Harvest Festival, the 
Big Tent Community Festival, and the Christmas on 
MacArthur parade organized by the Bellevue Merchants 
Association. We purchased mulch for the spring Beautify 
Bellevue event to improve the medians on Brook Road, 
assisted with expenses for the annual Garden Walk, 
purchased lights and cell phone service for the Bellevue 
Security Patrol, and awarded prizes for the annual 
Light Up the Hood holiday contest. We also had our 
annual summer raffle and auction at Once Upon A Vine, 
and thanks to Bob Kocher’s hard work and countless 
donations, the BCA raised more than $1,300!

Hopefully this brief overview of 2018 helps everyone 
understand the important work that the BCA does and 
the causes it supports. Membership dues and volunteers 
for our events are what make all of this possible, and 
we encourage everyone to join the BCA and participate 
as much as possible. We welcome your input and look 
forward to more fun and exciting events in 2019!

Matt Howells
BCA Treasurer

2018 BCA YEAR IN REVIEW

HOW IT WORKS: 
If you have plants to swap, bring them in disposable 

containers between 10:00 and 10:30. You will receive one 
ticket for each plant brought to the Swap. You will be able to 

“buy” plants for one ticket. You will also receive a number 
based upon the order in which you arrive at the Swap. This 
number will determine your place in line to buy plants. If 
you don’t have plants, you can buy plants for $1.00. You will 

still need to “check in” between 10:00 and10:30 to receive a 
number based upon the order in which you arrive. This 

number will determine your place in the line to buy plants.

All cash proceeds are donated  
to the Bellevue Civic Association 

RAIN DATE: 
None – this is a rain or shine event

PLANTS: 
Perennials, vegetables, herbs are welcome. 

QUESTIONS: 
Call Jan at 262-5469

MacArthur Ave. 
Once Upon a Vine Parking Lot

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019
10:00 A.M.-11:30 P.M.PLANT SWAP
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www.EmmanuelRichmond.org
facebook.com/emmanuelbrookhill

Emmanuel Episcopal ChurchEmmanuel Episcopal ChurchEmmanuel Episcopal ChurchEmmanuel Episcopal Church
at Brook Hill Welcomes Youat Brook Hill Welcomes Youat Brook Hill Welcomes Youat Brook Hill Welcomes You

No matter where you come from 
no matter what you believe 

you are welcome into this space.
Sunday Services 8:00 and10:00 am 

Nursery available 9:45 - 11:15

Does Your House Not Spark Joy 
For You Anymore?

Thinking of listing your home for sale this spring?
The time to start getting ready is NOW!

I can help! Contact me for a complimentary 10-point assessment of your home. 
I will recommend low cost investments that you can make now to 

help your home sell for top-dollar in less time.
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PRESIDENT David Lydiard president@bellevueweb.org 804.266.4146

VICE PRESIDENT Zak Saul vicepresident@bellevueweb.org 804.833.5402

SECRETARY Margaret Hutchison secretary@bellevueweb.org 804.986.3259

TREASURER Matt Howells treasurer@bellevueweb.org

AD MANAGER Joellen Davis admanager@bellevueweb.org 804.647.3313

BEAUTIFY BELLEVUE VACANT beautifybellevue@bellevueweb.org

CO-WEBSITE ADMIN. Mike LaBelle websiteadmin@bellevueweb.org 804.690.3242

CO-WEBSITE ADMIN. John Roberts johngoode3rd@verizon.net 804.553.1372

GARDEN WALK Maryann Cox gardenwalk@bellevueweb.org

HOSPITALITY CHAIR VACANT hospitality@bellevueweb.org

MEMBERSHIP Joyce Foster membership@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION VACANT newsletterdistribution@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Joe Sanderson newsletter@bellevueweb.org

NEWSLETTER DESIGNER Justin Vaughan design@bellevueweb.org

POLICE (NON-EMERGENCY) 804.646.5100

POLICE-SECTOR 412 Robert Fleming robert.fleming@richmondgov.com

SANDWICH SIGNS Paul Quel infosigns@bellevueweb.org

SECURITY PATROL Jerry DeVoss patrol@bellevueweb.org 804.262.7427

SOCIAL EVENTS Sherri Radday socialevents@bellevueweb.org

SOCIAL MEDIA Talya George socialmedia@bellevueweb.org

BELLEVUE CIVIC ASSOCIATION - OFFICERS STAY 
CONNECTED

@bellevuerva

facebook.com/
BellevueRVA

bellevuerva

bellevueweb.org

B C A  I N D E X

ADVERTISE WITH US!

*Cost Per Issue. There is a 20% discount for purchasing  
four ads per calendar year (in advance). Please Contact  

admanager@bellevueweb.org to place your ad.

BACK PAGE
7.775” W x 10.375” H

$250*
—OR—

FULL PAGE
7.775” W x 10.125” H

$170*
1/2 Horizontal*
7” W x 4.625” H

$85*

1/4
VERTICAL
3.375” W x 
4.625” H

$55*
1/8  

HORIZONTAL
3.375” W x 2.225” H

$30*
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 Forti Insurance Agency 
 
 
Hi my name is Ken Forti and I represent Erie Insurance 
here in Bellevue, where I live and understand the special 
insurance needs of our older homes. If you have insurance 
questions regarding Home or Auto Insurance, I’d be glad 
to help. 
             We listen. We understand. We respond. 
 
            Office-804-771-1997   Cell-804-908-1967        
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Hi my name is Ken Forti and I represent Erie Insurance 
here in Bellevue, where I live and understand the special 
insurance needs of our older homes. If you have insurance 
questions regarding Home or Auto Insurance, I’d be glad 
to help. 
             We listen. We understand. We respond. 
 
            Office-804-771-1997   Cell-804-908-1967        

 Forti Insurance Agency 
 
 
Hi my name is Ken Forti and I represent Erie Insurance 
here in Bellevue, where I live and understand the special 
insurance needs of our older homes. If you have insurance 
questions regarding Home or Auto Insurance, I’d be glad 
to help. 
             We listen. We understand. We respond. 
 
            Office-804-771-1997   Cell-804-908-1967        

(855) Mow-Hawk 
mowrichmond.com

“Great job! I'm quite impressed. 
The job was done promptly and 
the price was right!" 
  -Christiane R., Bellevue
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Proven sales record since 2001

I have expertise in Market Valuations, Negotiations, Advertising, Home
Staging, Inspections, Appraisals, Investing & Mortgage Financing.

Chris Hollister REALTOR®
Hollister Properties
5407 Patterson Ave., Suite 101
Richmond, VA 23226

804.240.9415
chris@hollistersales.com

www.HollisterSales.com

Thinking about selling your 
home in Bellevue?

Contact me for a 
FREE market analysis.
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C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

he Richmond SPCA’s 17th Annual Dog Jog and 5K 
Run, presented by Holiday Barn Pet Resorts, will be 

held Saturday, March 23 at the non-profit organization’s 
humane center at 2519 Hermitage Road. The event, which 
raises more than $160,000 in lifesaving support, brings 
together about 3,000 people and 600 dogs. 

The day’s activities begin with a competitive, 
chip-timed 5K run/walk for humans only followed by 
a dog and stroller-friendly, leisurely, one-mile Dog Jog. 
Throughout the morning, supporters will enjoy the 
pet-friendly venue, featuring a Kids Fun Zone packed full 
of fun crafts, giant inflatables, face painting and more, as 
well as dozens of vendors offering giveaways. 

Funds raised through the Dog Jog and 5K Run support 
the care of thousands of homeless animals and the 
lifesaving programs and services the Richmond SPCA 
provides the community. In its most recent fiscal year, 
the Richmond SPCA cared for 4,185 dogs and cats, trans-
ferring thousands of animals in need from public 
shelters across Virginia to its humane center. The organi-
zation also operates the Susan M. Markel Veterinary 
Hospital, the first of its kind in the Commonwealth to 
provide low-cost, full-service veterinary care for the pets 
of low-income guardians, pets in government shelters 
and those adopted from the Richmond SPCA. 

For more information about the Richmond SPCA and 
the Dog Jog and 5K Run, visit richmondspca.org. 

THE DOG JOG AND 5K RUN

TOP: PHOTO COURTESY SPCA; BOTTOM: PHOTO COURTESY BELLEVUE GARDEN WALK COMMITTEE

T
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The Bellevue Garden Walk Committee 
proudly walked in the “Christmas on 
MacArthur” Parade in December which  
may have been a first. But what is not a  
first is the 2019 Garden Walk. In fact, it is  
the 30th Anniversary!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 5, 
2:00-6:00 PM to walk, bike or ride around our 
beautiful neighborhood, enjoying unique 
and fun landscapes and a variety of artisan 
crafts from talented neighborhood artists.

Garden Walk has a proud history here 
in Bellevue, beginning in 1989. Some of the 
original members of that first walk are 
still here in Bellevue. Over the years, the 
numbers of yards has expanded and in 
recent years music, local artisan works and 
children’s artwork has added well received 
dimensions to the event. It will be fun! 
Don’t miss it. 

Garden Walk is Almost Here!



e have had an exciting fall in the school gardens 
with a mix of new and tried and true. Yes we have 

a new garden educator who you hopefully read about 
in the last issue and a new meadow planting. We also 
celebrated 10 years of the Harvest Festival on a beautiful 
day, just missing the rain. In fact we worked through a lot 
of rain, tornadoes, hurricanes and early snow this season. 

We have been thrilled to have Patrick Wildermann 
working with us this year. He jumped right in with the 
teachers and classes by reviewing hand tool and shovel use 
prior to heading out to the gardens. Students harvested the 
summer’s bounty and planted fall’s cool weather veggies. 
Newly dug in-ground beds expanded the planting area and 
students worked hard to prep all beds for winter.

In September, tomatoes were eaten straight out of the 
garden while beans were sent home to cook and eat or 
given to the cafeteria to prepare. Bean stalks were pulled 
and used for mulch. Once these beds were cleared, prep 
began for new planting. Carrots, arugula and beets were 
planted along with lettuce and kale. Black swallowtail 
caterpillars discovered previously planted carrots and 
enjoyed devouring the tops which provided extensive 
observation time and study of the remaining plant parts. 

Patrick introduced compost and FBI (fungus, bacteria 
and invertebrates) to the classes and combined it in the 
garden bed soil to provide rich nutrients for the vegeta-
bles. Kindergarten through third grade students used 
tweezers to pick through the compost and find as many 
worms, earwigs and pill bugs as they could. Fourth and 
fifth grade students learned about sheet mulching and the 
benefits to the soil. 

The 10th annual Harvest Festival on November 3rd was 
a huge success with soups both homemade and provided 
by several local restaurants, bread & butter and delicious 
desserts. Local musicians Amy Henderson, The Neons 
(made up of former Holton students) and the RVA Gospel 
line all performed live music while River City Dance, 
the VUU Step Team and the Lady Dragon Cheerleaders 
provided more entertainment. Other perused the many 
vendors who set up shop for the day. A food drive provided 
needs to Ginter Park United Methodist and St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church Pantries.

The new meadow garden is located along Hermitage 
Road by the art installations where we had experimented 
with canteloupes and pumpkins over the summer. Led by 
TreeLab, a non-profit native plant nursery, first graders 
partnered with fifth graders to plant the demo garden. The 
area is marked with flags and bordered with railroad ties. 
We can’t wait to see what blooms in springtime and we 
will hold a fundraiser to expand the garden and help fund 
the garden educator position. Plants include: Moonshine 
Yarrow, SunKiss Coreopsis, PowWow Wildberry Coneflower, 
Rattlesnake Master, Jacob Cline Bee Balm, Prairie coneflower, 
Joe Pye Weed, Broomsedge, Purple Dome Aster, Red Stem 
Dogwood, Early Bird Catmint.

We truly appreciate the support of everyone who 
volunteers, teaches and works with the gardens. Thanks to 
Patrick Wildermann for his expertise and enthusiasm in 
the gardens; DeeDee Dockendorf, Gwen Davis, Little House 
and Stir Crazy for compost; Autumn Nabors, Liz Vermil-
lion, Claire Shirley and Natalie Horne for the Harvest 
Festival; Anne Chamberlain, Andy Mason, Department 
of Forestry, Azalea Garden Center and Colesville Nursery 
for the tree planting; Allison Drieling and TreeLab for 
the meadows and Kate Lainhart who worked on all of the 
above. And to all of you who help in ways big and small to 
keep us going. Thank you and Happy New Year! 
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GREETINGS FROM THE DANDELION
Linwood Holton Elementary School’s learning garden

PHOTO COURTESY SUSANNA RAFFENOTT
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The 14th Annual Christmas on MacArthur Sponsored by the 
Bellevue Merchants Association went off as planned, a typical 
early December day started out cold and cloudy, but warmed 
up quickly once the parade started. A great relief to the event 
organizers after having to cancel last year’s event.

We had over fifty five entries in the parade including antique 
cars, hot rods, and a number of British cars; Nutzy from the 
Richmond Flying Squirrels; the ACCA Shriners units including 
bands and mini cars; alpacas; the US Marines; the Richmond 
Police Department; neighborhood groups; the Northside YMCA; 
animal rescue groups; Linwood Holton Elementary School 
students; Franklin Military Academy cadets; Jonathan the 
Juggler, and so many more.

We had over fifty five vendors on the block, tasty goodies 
from the restaurants, five bands on the stage, The Richmond Fire 
Department, the Richmond Police Department, the Department 
of Emergency Management and more were represented. We 
collected a number of toys, and are not sure of the toy count as 
yet, but hopefully we made a huge contribution as we normally 
do to help make a Merry Christmas for the kids that need it most.

And of course Santa was there taking the wishes form both 
kids and adults.

Thank you to all our parade participants, the many vendors, 
the bands, the volunteers, police, fire and all those who worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes for months to organize and put this 
event on. –Mike LaBelle

The 14th Annual Christmas on MacArthur

Winners for the  
2019 Bellevue Light Up  

the ‘Hood Challenge

This is the third year of our Bellevue 
Light Up the ‘Hood Challenge and the 

number of wonderfully decorated 
homes continues to increase. Many 

thanks to those whose hard work 
helped make our neighborhood a joy 
to behold during this holiday season!

Our judges also noted that there 
were a number of homes with some 

beautiful displays and doors that 
were not on their list of nominees. 
Remember, you can nominate any 

home, including your own.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS!

“IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE” 
(TRADITIONAL)

Winner 
3857 Fauquier Ave

Honorable Mention 
1612 Pope Ave

BEST TREE

Winner 
3908 Fauquier Ave

Honorable Mention 
4026 Monticello Ave

“ANYTHING GOES”

Winner: 
1510 Greycourt Ave

Honorable Mention 
1405 Avondale Ave

BEST DOORS
1228 Stanhope Ave
1424 Lorraine Ave 
3917 Fauquier Ave 
1617 Nottoway Ave

PHOTOS BY JUSTIN VAUGHAN



14 B E L L E V U E  T I M E S   |   J A N  /  F E B  /  M A R  2 0 1 9

4009 MacArthur Ave 
(804)726-9463 

www.onceuponavine.us 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    We would like to thank you for your     

        Continued loyal support! 

 

 
   

We would like to wish 

everyone a Very Healthy, 

and Happy New Year   

Check out all our first of 
the year Specials on 

Wine and Beer Check 
them out on our “NEW” 

website 
      WWW.ONCEUPONAVINE.US 

 

Once Upon A Vine_Half Page_BT_Q12019.indd   1 1/21/19   6:28 PM
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Instructions
Heat oil in a medium-sized stockpot over medium heat. Add the 
diced shallots and stir. Cook, stirring often over medium heat for 
4-5 minutes, or until the shallots turn translucent and start to 
soften.

Add the white part of the green onions, minced garlic, and 
ginger to the shallots. Cook, stirring occasionally, for 1-2 minutes, 
until garlic and ginger are fragrant.

Add stock and bring to a simmer. Add the star anise and soy 
sauce. Cover and continue to simmer for 10 minutes.

Remove lid from the pot and carefully remove and discard 
each star anise from the soup.

Add the sliced mushrooms, uncooked noodles, and bok choy 
to the pot and simmer for 5-8 minutes, or until noodles and bok 
choy are tender. Season to taste.

Divide soup between bowls and garnish with sesame seeds, 
the green parts of green onions and chili sauce.

ven though we work with local farms throughout the 
year, right now our produce case is filled with veggies 

grown under cover or ones stored from warmer days. We are 
lucky to work with several four season growers that provide 
fresh greens and shoots throughout the year in greenhouses. 
Right now, our favorite hardy green is Bok Choy. This small 
Chinese cabbage is an essential addition to any stir fry or noodle 
soup, giving it an instant vitamin boost and satisfying crunch. Bok 
Choy is a beautiful vegetable, with a curved vase shape and textured 
leaves, and is a quick cooking and easy addition to any stir fry or 
noodle soup. Plus it is so good for you, it is practically a medicine! One 
cup of bok choy has the recommended daily allowance of beta carotene, 
and like other greens, is packed with Vitamins A, C and K, calcium, 
magnesium, potassium and iron.

Noodle soups make the best cold season quick suppers! This one 
is easily adaptable- add more or less spice as you like and add cooked 
chicken, tofu or shrimp for added protein. 

By Erin Wright
Founder, Little House Green Grocery

EAT THIS NOW: BOK CHOY

E

FRESH RAMEN SOUP WITH BOK CHOY AND MUSHROOMS (Serves 4)

2 tablespoons coconut oil

4 shallots, diced

1 bunch green onions, chopped, green and white divided

4 cloves garlic, minced

3 tablespoons ginger, fresh, minced

1 quart veggie or chicken broth

2 whole star anise

4 tablespoons soy sauce

10   ounces crimini mushrooms, sliced

1 10 ounce package fresh ramen noodles

3 heads baby bok choy, roughly chopped

• Sesame seeds, for topping

• Sambal Oelek or other chili paste to taste

Ingredients

✁



iane Day was an active member of our community 
and of the Bellevue neighborhood. She died on 

November 29th, 2018, just after the Thanksgiving holiday. 
She was first diagnosed with cancer back in the 1990s. 
In all, it came back and she beat it into remission four 
times! Unfortunately, when it returned the fifth time late 
in 2017, “C” would not give in. Through all her treatments 
in 2018, I never knew her to complain or feel sorry for 
herself. She stayed positive and believed she could beat it 
again. Just two years ago at an annual checkup her doctor 
told her she was far too healthy to be taking up his time.

She was so pleased when she told me that!
I first met Diane when I joined the Garden Walk 

Committee back in 2004. She was always involved in 
the project and helped in many ways. She and I were 
co-chairs one year and I was so impressed with her abili-
ties. She took on the task of updating and organizing all 
the Garden Walk materials from past years and put them 
in a notebook with tabs and ‘pockets’ so everything we 

needed to know was at our fingertips and wouldn’t get 
lost. You could always count on her to know and provide 
input for whatever was needed.

Diane moved to Bellevue in 1994 so she’s been our 
neighbor for many years. She always kept her house 
and yard so neat and tidy and was a quiet and respectful 
neighbor. Diane was a faithful member of the Bellevue 
Civic Association. She sat on the Steering Committee 
of the Northside Village Bellevue Neighborhood whose 
mission is to support neighbors to stay actively engaged 
in their homes and community. She volunteered at 
the Cancer Center helping counsel cancer patients and 
provide them transportation to doctor’s appointments. 
One of the things I was so impressed with was how she 
created her own support network so that when she 
wasn’t able to completely care for herself there were 
friends ready and willing to help her. So wise for a person 
living on their own!

Diane majored in fine arts at Penn State University, 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree and went on to 
graduate studies. She loved to travel. Way back in the 
1970s she went on an extensive trip to Asia on her own. 
Who of us would have dared?

I’d love to share a story. Diane used to always bring 
brownies to the Bellevue Womens’ Social as a treat to 
share. I asked her about it as I know it doesn’t take a 
lot of time or effort to do that. Her reply made so much 
sense – they always get eaten! She knew how irresistible 
brownies are!

She loved living in Virginia. She always looked for 
area-related gifts to send to her friends and family on 
special occasions. After her administrative job was elimi-
nated she found a position at Westminster Canterbury 
where she stayed until she could retire completely.

I hope we all remember how very blessed we are to 
have our friends with us for however long that may be. 
They are our treasures. I will miss her. 

R E M E M B R A N C E
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REMEMBERING DIANE DAY
By Linda Decker

D



Call for a free estimate

Jeff Barlow
(804) 339-6221

stumpguy6221@gmail.com

 Stumpguy L.L.C.

• Licensed and Insured
• Dependable
• Affordable

Before After
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ichmond is a cycling city, evidenced by the copious 
bicycles along city streets, the UCI World Champi-

onship in 2015, and the popular well-traveled Capital Trail 
that extends from Richmond to Williamsburg. Over the 
years, city planners have worked to make roads safer and 
more accessible for cyclists. In 2013, the City made plans 
for 135 miles of new bike ways that would be created by 
2025. Some of those updates, such as the new bike lane 
and floating parking lane on Franklin Street in the Fan, 
are already in place. The 2013 plans include creating a 
bike lane on Brook Road between Azalea Ave. and West 
Charity St. Under the current plan, Brook Road would be 
updated to include one lane for automobile traffic, one 
lane for parking, and a bike lane, which would affect both 
the northbound and southbound lanes of the Bellevue, 
Ginter Park, Sherwood Park, Laburnum Park, and other 
Northside neighborhoods along the Brook Road corridor. 

That proposed bike lane has been the focus of much 
debate over the past year. The Department of Public 
Works collected travel data in 2017 and determined the 
automobile volume on Brook Road was not a barrier 
to the proposed bike lane. The corridor averages about 
11,000 automobiles per day, less than the 20,000 limit for 
that corridor. However, the new 301-unit complex being 
built at 3401 Brook Road and a proposed 224 apartment 
complex at 2009 Brook Road near VUU will certainly 
increase traffic in the area.

Opponents of the plan argue that more traffic studies 
need to be completed before the plan can proceed. 2nd 
District Council member Kimberly Gray and Council Vice 
President Chris Hilbert have both come out against the 
plan in its current state and introduced an ordinance to 
prohibit the new construction of the bike lanes. “All of 
these plans are several years old,” Kim Gray told CBS-6. 
“They were in development long before the 301-apart-
ment unit development on the Westwood Tract was being 
contemplated.” Gray also stated that traffic around the 
Veritas School, which purchased three buildings west of 
Brook Road from Union Presbyterian Seminary in 2017 
was a concern. In a Facebook post, Hilbert pointed out 
that the bike lane would likely result in a shift of traffic 
from Brook Road to Chamberlayne Avenue. “The reality 
is that the shift in traffic from Brook to Chamberlayne is 

a transfer of traffic from a middle to high income neigh-
borhood to a poorer community comprised of people of 
color,” Hilbert wrote. “Part of the responsibility of being a 
public servant is speaking for people who have no voice. 
In all of this dialogue, few are mentioning the residents 
of Chamberlayne Ave.” A number of long-time Bellevue 
residents are concerned about backing out of their drive-
ways and entering the traffic lane in a blind spot between 
parked cars, which would be a safety hazard.

Proponents of the plan argue the bike lane will make 
the road safer for both drivers and cyclists. Bike Walk 
RVA, SportsBackers, and other groups have been organiz-
ing support for the bike lane. Northside residents also 
weigh in. George Teschner, Bellevue resident, says “I 
spent two years using Brook Road to bike commute from 
my home on Nottoway Ave to the John Marshall Court 
House Downtown and there were plenty of days where I 
wished I was riding in a protected bike lane instead of a 
lane of car traffic.” The 2017 traffic study found that 20% 
of drivers travel 10-15 mile per hour over the speed limit 
on Brook Road and that measures are needed to slow 
traffic on Brook. City finances are a also contributing 
factor since the City has already spent approximately 
$85,000 on the project. 

The anti-bike lane ordinance was on the City Council 
agenda when they met on January 28th, and the ordinance 
to prohibit the bike lane construction was rejected by 
city council in a 3-6 vote, which came after more than 50 
people spoke against the prohibition. Councilwoman Reva 
Trammell joined Councilwoman Gray and Council Vice 
President Hilbert on voting for the prohibition.

For more information, you can visit www.richmond.gov/
BikePed. –Joe Sanderson

This article is does not reflect a position or the opinion of the 
Bellevue Civic Association.

BIKE LANES ON  
BROOK ROAD
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RICHMOND COIN AND  
CURRENCY SHOW

www.richmondcoinclub.com

May 3-5, 2019
Fri-Sat 10-6  •  Sun 10-3

ACCA Shrine Center 
1712 Bellevue Avenue

US, FOREIGN, AND 
ANCIENT COINS AND 

CURRENCY AVAILABLE

FREE PARKING,  
ADMISSION,  

AND APPRAISALS

QUESTIONS?  
BILL SCOTT  

804-350-1140

MARK YOUR  CALENDARS!

B E L L E V U E W E B . O R G

4211 Hermitage Road  |  tncs.org  |  info@tncs.org

The New Community School
empowering bright minds who think & learn differently

READ Art Show & Sale 
11th annual featuring regional artists | more details & tickets at tncs.org
Reception March 22, 7-9pm, $50; Open free March 23, 10-4pm

4211 Hermitage Road  |  tncs.org  |  info@tncs.org  |  804.266.2494  

Admissions
Now Accepting Applications for the 2019-20 School Year
Admissions Program: April 18th, 8:30am
admissions@tncs.org

Voted Best Art Event and 
Best Annual Charity Event, 
Virginia Living 2018

TOP SELLER IN

CORBY HICKS
804.937.7540
corby@reRVA.com

reRVA.com/Northside
your guide to the Northside 
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had no idea when I moved back to 
Richmond for a job with a fine wine 

import company, that fast forward two 
years I would no longer be swirling wine, 
but owning True North Yoga and Wellness 
AND working for a tech start-up based in 
Boston with regular travel up to Beantown 
- which in no way, shape, or form was the 
original intent when I made the journey back 
to my hometown of RVA.

Working at Stir Crazy, as I often do, I overheard 
two young graduate students discuss their rationales for 
choosing their current program instead of medical school. 
They appeared to agree that pursuing a medical degree 
would have prevented them from meeting their future 
husbands and starting families. One even made an astute 
comment about the “imaginary timeline” she has put on 
herself on to achieve her goals.

Although goals are important, it’s equally important 
to be kind to yourself during the season of setting New 
Year’s resolutions. When we stay on the same path with 
our blinders on, we may find that what we thought we 
wanted, when achieved, doesn’t make us happy. This can 
apply to short-term resolutions or long-term goals.

If we always perseverate on the past or are looking at 
our next move, on to the next thing, then we lose sight of 
enjoying the present, the here and now. Psychologists dub 
this present-thinking behavior as savoring. “This could be 
while you’re eating a pastry, taking a shower, or basking 
in the sun. You could be savoring a success or savoring 
music,” explains Sonja Lyubomirsky, a psychologist at the 
University of California at Riverside and author of The 
How of Happiness. “Usually it involves your senses.”

“Being present-minded takes away some of that 
self-evaluation and getting lost in your mind—and in the 

mind is where we make the evaluations that beat us up,” 
says Stephen Schueller, a psychologist at the University 
of Pennsylvania. When subjects of his study took time 
to savor something they usually hurried through – as 
simple as walking to a bus, eating a meal, or enjoying 
a cup of tea, they began experiencing more positive 
emotions such as joy and happiness, and fewer depres-
sive symptoms. If we’re too focused on our goals (that we 
believe to make us happy) and not enjoying the present, 
this may actually have the reverse effect. 

This is why apps like Happify, Calm, and Shine - 
Self-Care & Meditation, books like Art of Happiness, 10% 
Happier, and The How of Happiness, and studies about 
why Yoga, Meditation and Massage Therapy can help you 
be present and happier exist.

So, if you find yourself this time of year making 
resolutions like losing 15 pounds or eating healthier that 
you believe will make you happier, maybe it’s worth 
changing your thought process. Happiness may be as easy 
as sitting down and savoring a cup of tea. 
______________________________________________________
If you have a topic you’d like us to cover, please reach out to 
truenorthrva@gmail.com. We’ll do our best to cover topics  
pertinent to the neighborhood.

By Aliza Sterling
Owner, True North Yoga & Wellness

T H E  H E A LT H Y  B E L L E V U E R

TO NEW BEGINNINGS

I

B E L L E V U E  T I M E S   |   J A N  /  F E B  /  M A R  2 0 1 9



804.292.0852
linchpin@linchpinrealestate.com
linchpin.kw.com
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 SOLD   BR Baths Rms SqFt Price Sold Price 
Approx. 

Days 
 

1312 Claremont Ave 2 1.0 5 864 $215,000 $219,000 9 
1506 Nottoway Ave 2 1.0 5 912 $249,950 $250,000 4 
1226 Warren Ave 2 2.0 5 1,024 $249,950 $258,500 4 
1319 Greycourt Ave 2 1.0 6 1,283 $274,950 $265,000 4 
4007 Fauquier Ave 3 1.1 9 1,389 $299,950 $290,000 14 
4205 Fauquier Ave 3 1.1 6 1,466 $320,000 $297,000 26 
3866 Fauquier Ave 3 2.0 7 1,468 $319,000 $312,500 3 
1614 Confederate Ave 5 2.1 10 2,363 $359,990 $315,000 64 
1209 Warren Ave 5 3.0 11 2,912 $398,000 $322,000 72 
4008 Chevy Chase Ave 3 1.0 8 1,797 $310,000 $330,000 5 
4515 Brook Rd 3 2.1 8 1,749 $329,000 $330,000 6 
3860 Fauquier Ave 3 2.1 7 1,440 $320,000 $341,000 5 
1222 Westminster Ave 4 1.2 8 2,194 $349,950 $365,000 5 
        
 10-20-19 thru 01-19-19     (previous 15) AVG. 17 

BELLEVUE REAL ESTATE REPORT 

*Information above may not reflect all homes sold in our neighborhood.  Information is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.  

2018 Bellevue Sales Recap 
Single Family sales in Bellevue Court/Park, 
Brookdale, Monticello, Laburnum Park, & 
Virginia Place 
                   2017         2018 
Two bedrooms-        4               12 
Average sqft -             1,164         1,154 
Average selling $-      $261,225    $254,621 
Average Days on Mkt–  8            8 
 

Three bedrooms-       45             28 
Average sqft -              1,707         1,816 
Average selling $-       $318,768   $351,445 
Average Days on Mkt– 23           9 
 

Four bedrooms-        21              13 
Average sqft -             1,879          2,043 
Average selling $-      $339,285    $362,113 
Average Days on Mkt- 21            16 
 

Five bedroom-             0             5  
Average sqft -                0            2,666 
Average selling $-           0            $424,950 
Average Days on Mkt–  0            48 

______________________________________________ 

 

Siding 
Aluminum -                7   Asbestos -     3  
Brick/brick veneer -  25   Hardiplank-   4  
Stucco -                     13    Vinyl -         10 
Wood -                 9     
 

Style 
2-story-        25   Cape-            15 
Cottage/Bungalow -   19   Craftsmen-     3                     
Colonial-                    10   Four-square-   3  
Med./Span. -               1   Ranch -           6                         
Split-level -                  1   Tudor -           3 
 

*Numbers may include homes with multiple descriptives . 

 

Bellevue Trivia Contest 
The winner of the Bellevue Trivia Contest is Ginger Swistock of Fauquier Avenue. 
 

 

Q: Name the school built in 1885 sitting behind Linwood Holton School? 
A: A:  13 Acres School  The City purchased the property from the VA Methodist 

Home in 1967.  From 1980 to 2007 it was a school for the emotionally disa-
bled.  In 1999, Richmond Public Schools constructed Linwood Holton. 

B:        Source www.historicrichmond.com:                                                                                     

 

2018 Bellevue Real Estate Update 

*Information above may not reflect all homes sold in our neighborhood. Information is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.


