Civics
BCA MINUTES
Meeting of November 21, 2017
submitted by Margaret
Hutchison, BCA
Secretary

The meeting began at approximately 6:35
pm.

I. President, David Lydiard, called the
meeting to order.
II. The minutes from the August 22,
2017 meeting were approved.
Approximately 30 members were in
attendance.
III. Elizabeth Winn, Treasurer, was not
able to attend. No report was
presented.
IV. Community Speakers:
a. Sergeant David and Officer K.
Leone provided the crime report.
Burglaries, thefts from vehicles,
and property crimes are down
this year. Members were
encouraged to keep car doors and
sheds locked. Officer Leone
reported that Ring & Camera
technology (electronic home
surveillance) evidence is now
admissible in court. Merely
having a “You Are Being
Recorded” sign beside your front
door, is a deterrent. Members
were reminded to call the police
non-emergency number to report
suspicious activity: 804-646-4105.
One BCA member expressed
concerns with speeding on
Crestwood, Lorraine, and
Fauquier Avenues and requested
that RPD watch these areas for
speeders.
b. Third District Councilman,
Chris Hilbert, addressed
the membership and discussed a
variety of topics: Kenya Gibson is

our newly elected School
Board member and a $740 million
dollar plan for school
improvements is under
consideration. The yearly city
budget will be given this week to
City Council for review. Mayor
Levar Stoney is proposing public
safety and infrastructure projects,
and raises for our fire and police
departments. City owned parcels
of land around the Coliseum area
are under consideration for
development. The potential ABC
facility move, from its current
location near the Diamond, will
also be decided in the near future.
This could free up space for a
renovated baseball park and
mixed use residential/business
development. Councilmen Hilbert
and Gray will not support a
stadium in this area if the
surrounding counties do not help
with funding. Diamond statistics
show that county residents attend
games in far greater numbers than
do city residents. Lastly,
Councilman Hilbert reported that
the greater Richmond area is
experiencing lots of growth south
of the James River. Growth is
slower in the north and west
quadrants. David Lydiard asked
Councilman Hilbert for assistance
with our concern that business
properties on the corner of Azalea
Avenue and Brook Road give a
poor impression of the Bellevue
neighborhood. Broken signage,
peeling paint and cracked
sidewalks on this corner need to
be addressed.
V. Committee Reports
a. Security Patrol: Jerry DeVoss
reported that volunteers are

always needed. The commitment
of time is 1 hour every 4 weeks or
13 times per year. Volunteers can
choose to participate on either car,
bike, dog, or walking patrols.
b. Garden Walk: Celia Sease
reported that the 2018 Garden
Walk will be held on May 6th on
the Northside of Bellevue. Her
committee is actively soliciting
participation.
c. Bellevue Clean Up: David
Lydiard reported that our South of
Bellevue Clean Up drive in
October was very successful.
Many thanks to all who
volunteered for this effort.
d. Newsletter Editor: No report.
e. Newsletter Distribution:
Volunteers are needed. Please
contact Linda Decker.
f. Beautify Bellevue: Linda Decker
reported that volunteers are still
needed for this committee and the
committee chair position needs to
be filled.
g. Plant Swap: No report.
h. Social Events: No report.
i. Social Media: No report.
j. Sandwich Signs: No report.
k. Membership and drawing:
Joyce Foster reported our
membership numbers reached
256 as of November 1st. The
winner of the raffle drawing was
Margaret Hutchison. Membership
will have a booth at the Christmas
on MacArthur event. Donna
Fenton has offered her truck,
Bubba, for BCA use in the parade.
The truck will be decked out in
holiday decorations and have BCA
signage. Volunteers will walk
beside the truck to distribute
membership applications.
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Volunteers were asked to meet at
Holton School by 10:45am to line
up.
b. Hospitality Coordinator: No
report.
c. Real Estate Update: David
Lydiard reported that Bellevue
continues to be a hot market.
VI. Unfinished Business: David
Lydiard provided an update on our
tree planting project. Tree maps
used to estimate the number of
trees needed to fill empty tree
wells in Bellevue were based on
2015 data, which did not account
for the June 2016 storm
destruction in the neighborhood.
New estimates are:
a. 266 tree wells need to be filled
per revised data
b. 85 trees have been funded by
the BCA
c. 35 tress have been funded by
the Adopt A Tree program. After
spring planting of 120 trees there
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will be 146 tree wells open. The
board is considering creating a
new committee, Keep Bellevue
Green, to track progress on our
tree replenishment efforts.
VII. New Business: 2018 Slate of
Officers. Bob Almond, Chair of
the Nominating Committee,
presented the following slate of
officers for election. There were
no additional nominations from the
floor and all officers were
approved by the membership.
a. President – Kim Bolton
b. Vice President – David Lydiard
c. Treasurer – Matt Howells
d. Secretary – Margaret Hutchison
VIII. Community Announcements:
a. Scott Wiley addressed the
membership to bring awareness to
his upcoming review with the City
Zoning Board of Appeals. Scott
has lived in Bellevue for 5 years.
He wants to purchase a lot at
1312 Nottaway to build a new
house. The lot is a little too small

for current lot size regulations. He
hopes to be granted an exception
since zoning requirements have
changed since Bellevue lots were
parceled out.
b. David Lydiard reminded the
membership of the Ginter Park
Library annual Holiday Party and
fund raising event which will be
held on December 7th from 7-9
PM. Tickets are $20 per person /
$30 per couple. The business
meeting adjourned at
approximately 7:20 pm.
c. David Lydiard encouraged
members to participate in our 2nd
annual “Lite Up the Hood”
challenge. Members can enter
free of charge and must register
by December 10th. Details on
categories can be found on our
website and Facebook pages.
Our next meeting is scheduled
for February 20, 2018 and will
be held at Holton Elementary
School.
!!!

Bellevue Ladies' Social Club/
Book Club Kick-off Meeting
Contributed by Martie Roberts

My husband and I moved to Bellevue
from a very small town on the Virginia/
North Carolina border 5 years ago. It
was exciting and a bit overwhelming
moving to a Capitol city but we both
embraced the many opportunities
Richmond offered and especially the
Bellevue neighborhood. The very first
newsletter we received from Bellevue
Civic Association had an article about
the Bellevue Ladies Social/Book Club
and even though it was a little out of
my comfort zone I decided that I
would make the next meeting. It was a
bold step for me. It turned out that I
had nothing to worry about as all the
ladies in the neighborhood welcomed
me and I was thrilled to know that
each introduction was the beginning
of belonging to the neighborhood and
a community.
So now to the point, those of
us currently attending the monthly
meeting of the Bellevue Ladies Social/
Book Club want all the women in the
neighborhood to know that they are
invited to join us the first Wednesday
of every month for just good
conversation and on alternating
months casual discussions on
selected books. NOTE: Everyone who
attends the social/book club meeting
does not read the books and they are
not looked down upon if they don’t.
We are a very casual group, we have
no dues, and we take turns being the
hostess for the month. Let me add
that you come when you can; we will
enjoy seeing you when you do. The
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next meeting is Wednesday, February
7th, 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. If you
would like to receive notice of the
meeting and its location email me at
mshelhorse@verizon.net and I will
have you put on the email list. We all
hope you will join us.
!!!

Bellevue Spring Clean-Up
Information *New*
Contributed by Jess Aber, BCA Cleanup

So the City of Richmond plans to do
the work of the Bellevue Clean-Up
Committee! (At least for now.)
But there’s more for the Committee
to Clean-Up! Hold open Saturday,
April 7 (and Saturday, April 21st for
a rain date)! We are planning to
have a Beautify Bellevue Saturday
morning to clean up the medians and
other public spaces in the
neighborhood. We’ll still need your
help!

Chair

Why?
Because the City of Richmond has
revised and enhanced its Bulk and
Brush Collection program. No longer
do you have to wait for a BCA Cleanup or a request on See-Click-Fix for a
bulk trash pick-up – the City now will
pick up bulk items on your trash
collection day during your
recycling week. That means that
your bulk trash will be picked up every
other week.
Note that the City will not pick up
upholstered mattresses, upholstered
indoor furniture, construction
materials, carpet, tires, or automobile
parts on these semiweekly pick-ups.
If you have an upholstered item, you
may (1) take it to the City landfills, or
(2) wait for the week of March 3,
2018. On your recycling day, the City
says that it will pick up any
upholstered items you place out with
your trash (in addition to any other
bulk items).

Thanks for all of your support,
Jess Aber
BCA Clean-up Chair
cleanup@bellevueweb.org
!!!

